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POLITY MODEL ANSWER 23

Q. In light of recent events, discuss whether the office of the Governor has become an
instrument of political influence. Suggest reforms to ensure its neutrality.

The office of the Governor, envisioned as an impartial link between the Centre and the states, plays a
critical constitutional role in maintaining the federal structure of India. However, recent instances of
alleged political interference, including delays in legislative processes and ideologically motivated
appointments, have brought its neutrality under scrutiny.

Issues with the Governor's Office
1. Political Appointments:

o The appointment of Governors with strong affiliations to ruling parties at the Centre,
as seen in several states, has diluted the perception of impartiality. In this context, the
Sarkaria Commission too recommended appointing eminent persons detached from
politics.

Arbitrary Dismissals:

o Recent instances, such as the dismissal of Governors after regime changes at the
Centre, highlight concerns about using the position for political retribution. To
address this, the court in BP Singhal v. Union of India (2010) case ruled that
dismissals cannot be arbitrary but must be based on valid reasons.

Misuse of Article 356:

o The Governor's recommendation of President's Rule, as observed in the Arunachal
Pradesh crisis (2016), has been criticized for being politically motivated.

o The Sarkaria Commission and S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994) emphasized
limiting the misuse of Article 356 to safeguard federalism.

Withholding Assent to Bills:

o Governors have delayed or denied assent to state bills, such as in Tamil Nadu and

Kerala, creating legislative deadlocks and undermining state autonomy.
Role as Chancellor of Universities:

o In West Bengal, disputes arose over Governors acting as university chancellors,

allegedly interfering in administrative matters.

Reforms to Ensure Neutrality

Transparent Appointments: Following the recommendations of the Sarkaria and Punchhi
Commissions, Governors should be selected based on merit and non-partisanship, through a
consultative process with the state Chief Minister.

Fixed Tenure: Providing a secure term for Governors, with removal only through an
impeachment-like process, as suggested by the Punchhi Commission, can safeguard their
independence.

Limiting Discretionary Powers: Clearly defining the Governor’s discretionary powers to
prevent their misuse, particularly regarding Article 356 and legislative assent, is crucial. The
Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker (2016) case clarified that discretionary powers must align
with constitutional propriety.

Removal of University Roles: Separating the Governor’s position from university
administration, as recommended by the Punchhi Commission, would prevent conflicts of
interest.

Time-Bound Decisions: Mandating timelines for Governors to decide on bills can prevent
legislative deadlocks.
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Reforms to the office of the Governor are essential to ensure its neutrality and strengthen federalism.
Landmark cases, such as S.R. Bommai (1994) and BP Singhal (2010), alongside recommendations
from commissions, provide a roadmap for curbing political influence.
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