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POLITY MODEL ANSWER 21

Q. Discuss the Role of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) in Ensuring Access to
Justice for Marginalized Communities in India?

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was established under the Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987 to ensure that legal assistance is accessible to all, particularly marginalized
communities. NALSA's role is vital in fostering equal access to justice, a principle enshrined in
Avrticles 14 and 39A of the Indian Constitution, which mandate justice based on equality and free legal
aid for the economically disadvantaged.

Role in Ensuring Access to Justice for Marginalized Communities in India

e NALSA provides free legal services to vulnerable populations, such as women, children,
Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and those who have low annual incomes.
These services include legal representation, payment of court fees, and document
certification. By offering these services, NALSA ensures that economic status does not
prevent access to legal recourse, thus supporting the right to equality under the Constitution.
For instance, women victims of domestic violence or marginalized children facing
exploitation can receive free legal aid and representation in court, ensuring their rights are
protected.
Lok Adalat: A significant mechanism under NALSA is the Lok Adalat system, which
provides an alternative dispute resolution platform. It addresses disputes that are either
pending in courts or not yet filed. Lok Adalats resolve these cases without any court fees and
offer quick, amicable solutions. The decision made by the Lok Adalat is legally binding,
providing marginalized communities with an effective and low-cost method of resolving
various issues. For instance, tribal communities in states like Chhattisgarh have benefitted
from resolving land ownership disputes through Lok Adalats, providing them with timely and
affordable solutions.
Legal Literacy and Awareness Programs: NALSA also conducts legal literacy campaigns
to inform marginalized groups about their legal rights. These programs educate communities
about issues such as child marriage, labor rights, and human trafficking, empowering them to
approach legal institutions when needed. NALSA’s legal literacy programs are particularly
impactful in remote areas, where access to formal legal systems is limited. For example, In
states like Rajasthan, NALSA has organized workshops and outreach programs for SC/ST
communities to educate them about reservation rights and protection from discrimination,
ensuring they can access both legal and welfare benefits.

NALSA plays a critical role in ensuring access to justice for marginalized communities by providing
free legal services, facilitating Lok Adalats for quicker dispute resolution, and conducting legal
literacy programs. While significant progress has been made, continued efforts are needed to
overcome challenges like resource limitations and lack of awareness to ensure comprehensive access
to justice for all vulnerable groups in India.
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WY YRd ¥ TR W E W TGt & e g 9 vgw ghfE w3 § i fafte Jar
WIfAHRUT (NALSA) 1 YfireT IR =i H3?

18Ty faftres Jar UfieRur (NALSA) 1 RUToHT fafties Jar urferes=ur sififam, 1987 & dgd &1 115 f, difs
g AT fbar o1 T fob S geraar 9t &), foRiy w0 9 1R wR I8 38 J9&rl & gaX gl 9 |
T % GH Ugd &1 9¢1dT &1 B NALSA BT YA Hg@yul §, S HRdTT Tfaem & sigwg 14 3R 39A
ﬁﬁrf?aﬁl:cﬂa%g T GHM W SR <1d 3R 31 =0 ¥ dfera @t & o - xeh Hrt geraarn
P UTGY HRd gl

YR ® BRI W I 7@ TYeEl & Y =g a% uga Afda s § yfie

o NALSA Tfgansfl, o=, srgfad Sfadl (SCs), SFgfad SHeiadl (STs) 3R &H alfties 31 ardl
AT BT G BT JaTE TS HRal g1 37 Jarstt § s ufaffia, =amarad Yes &1 YT
3R SIATAS THTOA A & | 7 Jarsft Bl Ue™ db, NALSA T8 AT Frar § fs aafag &t
e fufq =ama 9@ ugd & 9191 1 &1 39 UPHR I8 9aU™ & ded 99l & HABR B
T Rl g1 ITERY & oY, o e &t RrpR Bfgemd a1 wor &7 Jra-r R I 7RI W
TE 8 T 30 SRIBRI B &M & o Gud BT TRt UTed HR Tehd 8 |
e 3MTAd: NALSA & ded U HedqUl o did 3feTerd YUl §, S ddbfeuds faare qamem w
U o g1 T8 3 faare) &) G&IfId Bt 8 St a1 af sraraar o dfd § ar st 9o gqrR T8t
T 7T €1 Tl SfeTerd foT bl Srarerdt Yeob P 3 HIHG! BT Joria § 3R @Rd, Trgreyuf
YT Te™ FHRal ¢ e Srarad gRT ferdn T FAofg FT U § S1edR 8, St 8RN )R 3§
I8 YYer @ fafts gef &1 8 &1 &1 U UHTE 3R HH a1Td aTal aiie! UeH &HRdl ]l
IeTERUl & oy, BiRTe o ITodl B Sfeantt Iqerl & did seredl & ared J Yffy w@ifia
faarcl @ gd B T Y g3 7, O 3% &7 aFTd § 0T WR JHIYM U 81 9 |
B TERAT 3R STReehdT BRIHH: NALSA BIRIT TR I I8 TEI &Y I BILT SHfIBRI &

IR A BRI S & o8 ST e it o Ferdr g1 3 Frisd Iqardl & a1d fadTg, 99
SBR SR T DB o T & aR B RIfEd FRd 8, I 98 sRevd U8 W S geiraft
¥ D H T gAY 8 UNd| NALSA & BT FIERAT HRIHH gRaxS & &1 | Y &9
UTTRITE &, STeT SURes ST JUnfer) de Ugd i 81 SaTeru & foig, oM S Irsat
T NALSA 7 SC/ST el & forg srieemd 3R s3esa srdwy e fou € daife 37
R Faieht SMIBRY iR NeuTa I JRe&M & IR B Riferd favar s 9 |

NALSA f3:3[ch ST Tamd UeH H-b, faarel & afkd 1 & ol |l sraradl &1 gfad ueH axd
TUT BT TERAT HRIHH ARTT R BIRIT TR I§ I8 IHe™! & o < I& ugd gAfda o= o
YUl YA T 8 1 BTciTe, 38d AW ¥ Iea-id WA g3 8, Afth HRd & 9aft Hwik Tigl &
fore <omg 9@ SuS ugd gRYd B & o Tnem @ IS Srett 3R SIFREdhdT Bt HHT SR gHIfaar
DI R B P oY FRAR T &1 3raxgehr g




