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HISTORY MODEL ANSWER

Q. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s vision and contributions extend beyond the framing of the Indian
Constitution. Examine his role in shaping social justice, economic reforms, and women’s
empowerment in India.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contributions to India extended well beyond drafting the Constitution. His
multifaceted vision encompassed social justice, economic reforms, and women’s empowerment. By
addressing systemic inequities, he laid the foundation for a more inclusive society, ensuring the rights
of marginalized groups and advocating for progressive societal change.

Role in Shaping Social Justice
1. Abolition of Untouchability:
o Dr. Ambedkar actively fought against untouchability through movements like the
Mahad Satyagraha (1927), asserting Dalits’ right to access public water sources.
He championed temple entry movements, such as the Kalaram Temple Movement
(1930), highlighting religious discrimination.
o His efforts culminated in Article 17 of the Indian Constitution, which abolished
untouchability.
2. Organizing Dalit Rights Movements:
o Through organizations like the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha (1924), Ambedkar
promoted education and socio-economic upliftment with the motto “Educate, Agitate,
Organise.”
His participation in the Round Table Conferences (1930-32) secured political
representation for Dalits and brought international attention to caste-based
oppression.
3. Poona Pact (1932): After intense negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi, Ambedkar ensured
reserved seats for Dalits in general constituencies, safeguarding their representation.

Economic Reforms
1. Vision for Economic Development:
o His works like The Problem of the Rupee (1923) influenced monetary policies,
contributing to the establishment of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Ambedkar emphasized industrialization and land reforms to address poverty and
reduce dependence on agriculture.
He played a major role in evolution of welfare schemes like the Employees’ State
Insurance Scheme (ESIC) and Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF).

Women’s Empowerment
1. Hindu Code Bill:

o Ambedkar proposed reforms granting women equal rights in inheritance, marriage,
and property. Though opposed initially, these ideas later influenced India’s
progressive family laws.

2. Equality in Society:

o He viewed women’s empowerment as vital to social progress, promoting their

education and workforce participation.

Dr. Ambedkar’s visionary contributions continue to inspire efforts for a more equitable society. His
focus on social justice, economic equity, and gender equality established a transformative framework
that remains relevant in contemporary India.
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