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MODEL ANSWER

Q. Discuss the powers of the Vice President of India and the procedure for his impeachment.

The Vice President of India, as the second-highest constitutional office after the President, plays a
pivotal role in the governance structure. While the position is largely ceremonial, it carries significant
functions, particularly as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha and in temporarily assuming the powers of
the President in case of a vacancy. This office is not only essential for the smooth functioning of
Parliament but also holds the responsibility of acting as the President in specific situations.

Powers of the Vice President of India
1. The Vice President serves as the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, where his primary

responsibilities include overseeing the legislative proceedings and ensuring order during
debates. This role is in accordance with the provisions outlined in Article 64.
In the event that the President's office becomes vacant due to death, resignation, or other
reasons, the Vice President assumes the duties of the President temporarily. However, this
period cannot exceed six months, during which a new President must be elected, as stipulated
by Article 65.
The Vice President temporarily discharges the functions of the President if the President is
incapacitated or absent due to illness or other causes. During this period, the Vice President
does not perform his duties as Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, which are taken over by the
Deputy Chairman, as per the constitutional provisions in Article 65.
Although the Vice President is not a member of the Rajya Sabha, he can cast a vote in the
event of a tie during the proceedings of the House. This special provision ensures that
legislative work can proceed without deadlock.
The Vice President, in his capacity as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, is responsible for
appointing the Chairman and members of the various committees of the Rajya Sabha.

Impeachment Procedure of the Vice President of India
1. Initiation of Removal: The Vice President may be removed from office through a resolution

passed in the Rajya Sabha. This resolution requires approval by an effective majority in the
Rajya Sabha and a simple majority in the Lok Sabha.
Notice Requirement: A resolution for the removal of the Vice President can only be
introduced after a minimum of 14 days' notice, ensuring that due process is followed.
No Formal Impeachment: Unlike the President, the Vice President does not undergo a
formal impeachment procedure. The removal process is conducted through a special
resolution in Parliament, as outlined in the constitutional framework.

The Vice President of India holds a pivotal role in both the functioning of Parliament and the
executive structure of the country. His powers, particularly as the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha and as
the acting President, make him a crucial figure in maintaining constitutional continuity. While the
impeachment of the Vice President is an uncommon occurrence, the established procedure ensures
accountability, requiring the approval of both houses of Parliament for his removal.
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