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MODEL ANSWER

Q. Examine the geopolitical impact of the bilateral relationship between India and Sri Lanka.

The bilateral relationship between India and Sri Lanka holds substantial geopolitical significance,
influencing not only the two countries but also the broader South Asian and Indo-Pacific regions.
With shared historical, cultural, and economic ties, these nations collaborate on a wide array of issues
that shape the regional geopolitical landscape.

Strategic Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

o India’s strategic investments in Sri Lanka, such as the Trincomalee oil tank farms and wind
power projects, play a vital role in countering China's String of Pearls strategy in the Indo-
Pacific.

Port development initiatives at Colombo and Trincomalee enhance India's maritime
presence in the region, vital for securing trade routes and ensuring maritime security.

The Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC), jointly commissioned by India and
Sri Lanka, strengthens regional maritime security and cooperation under the Colombo
Security Conclave, which includes India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and Mauritius.

Economic and Trade Ties

o Indiais Sri Lanka's largest trading partner and a major source of investment, with bilateral
trade reaching $6 billion in 2022. India’s financial support to Sri Lanka, especially during its
2022 economic crisis, has solidified this relationship.

The India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and the proposed Economic and
Technology Cooperation Agreement (ETCA) aim to deepen economic integration and
foster mutual development.

India’s provision of financial aid and concessional financing to Sri Lanka, along with the
rupee for trade settlement, strengthens India’s influence in Sri Lanka’s economic recovery.

Regional Groupings and Security Cooperation

e India and Sri Lanka are key members of regional groupings like BIMSTEC and SAARC,
where they work together to foster regional cooperation and connectivity. Sri Lanka’s
increasing engagement with BIMSTEC provides India with opportunities to strengthen ties
with Southeast Asia and other Indo-Pacific nations.

Both countries engage in regular military exercises, such as MITRA SHAKTI and
SLINEX, enhancing interoperability and defense cooperation in the Indian Ocean region.
The Colombo Security Conclave, involving India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and Mauritius,
ensures security collaboration and strengthens regional stability in the Indo-Pacific.

The India-Sri Lanka relationship has significant geopolitical ramifications, shaping not only bilateral
dynamics but also the strategic balance in the Indo-Pacific region. Cooperation in trade, defense, and
regional security is vital for maintaining regional stability and countering external geopolitical
influences.
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