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MODEL ANSWER

Q. Compare and contrast the views of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on social
justice and the upliftment of marginalized communities.

Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar were two pivotal figures in India’s journey toward
independence and social reform. While Gandhi emphasized moral and spiritual transformation to
achieve social justice, Ambedkar advocated for structural and legal interventions to uplift
marginalized communities. Their contrasting ideologies reflect diverse approaches to addressing
India’s systemic inequalities.

Views on Social Justice and the upliftment of marginalized communities
e Philosophical Approach

o Gandhi: Advocated for ahimsa (non-violence) and sarvodaya (welfare for all),
promoting community-driven change and gradual moral reform. He believed in
purifying the individual and society to eliminate untouchability.

o Ambedkar: Focused on dismantling oppressive structures through constitutional
means. His philosophy centered on equality, liberty, and fraternity, inspired by
modern liberal thought and Buddhism.

e Actions and Advocacy

o Gandhi: Worked through campaigns like the Harijan Movement, urging upper castes
to embrace Dalits. His approach relied on moral persuasion and voluntary societal
reform.

o Ambedkar: Championed the rights of Dalits through legal mechanisms, such as the
Poona Pact, and by drafting the Indian Constitution. He promoted education and
political representation as tools of empowerment.

e Critiques and Limitations

o Gandhi: he was criticized for not fully rejecting the varna system, which he saw as a
non-hierarchical occupational division. His approach to untouchability was seen as
paternalistic by some.

o Ambedkar: he criticized Gandhi’s approach as inadequate for addressing structural
inequalities. However, Ambedkar’s radical views often faced resistance from
conservative segments of society.

Contrasting opinions
e Approach to Caste System
o Gandhi sought reform within Hinduism, opposing untouchability while retaining
aspects of the varna system whereas Ambedkar rejected varna system entirely,
viewing it as inherently oppressive, and converted to Buddhism to escape caste-based
discrimination.

e Methods of Upliftment
o Gandhi relied on grassroots movements, encouraging self-purification and social
harmony. Ambedkar, on the other hand emphasized institutional safeguards, such as
reservations and constitutional rights, for the marginalized.
o Philosophical Outlook
o Gandhi’s vision was rooted in Indian traditions and spirituality, focusing on rural self-
reliance. However, Ambedkar’s ideas were influenced by Western liberalism and
modernity, advocating industrialization and urbanization for economic upliftment.
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Both Gandhi and Ambedkar made unparalleled contributions to India’s framework for social justice.
Gandhi’s moral and spiritual approach inspired unity and grassroots reform, while Ambedkar’s legal
and structural strategies laid the foundation for an egalitarian society. Together, their ideologies
continue to inform India’s ongoing struggle for equality and justice.
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