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(A) India and Neighborhood 
 

1. Shimla Agreement 

Context- Donald Trump during a 

recent statement claimed that PM 

Modi had asked him to be the 

mediator within the Kashmir dispute 

between India and Pakistan. Trump’s 

Kashmir claim has, however, became 

an enormous controversy, because it 

violates the 1972 Shimla Agreement. 

What's Shimla agreement and the 

way is it relevant to Trump’s Kashmir 

mediation claim? 

The Shimla agreement was signed by 

the then Indian Prime Minister 

Gandhi and Pakistan President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. 

Shimla Agreement: Main Features 

1.  India and Pakistan resolved to place an end to the conflict and confrontation that had 

strained their relations within the past and work to promote a friendly and harmonious 

relationship to determine durable peace within the subcontinent. 

2.  Both India and Pakistan agreed that the relations between the 2 are going to be governed 

by the principles of the United Nations charter. 

3.  The 2 countries resolved to unravel their differences by peaceful means, through bilateral 

means or other means mutually prescribed by them. 

4.  Both India and Pakistan agreed to respect the line of control in Jammu and Kashmir with 

none prejudice to the recognized position of either side. They also agreed that neither will 

seek to change it unilaterally, regardless of mutual differences and legal interpretations. 

5.  Further, the 2 nations also agreed to refrain from the utilization of threat or force in 

violation of this Line. 
 

2. Indo-Pacific  

•  Context- Topic- PM Modi floated the thought of the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative during his 

address at the 14th East Asia Summit, a premier forum within the Asia-Pacific region 

handling issues relating security and defence.  
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Difference between Asia Pacific and Indo-Pacific 

 

 Asia Pacific and Indo-Pacific: The term Asia Pacific encompasses Oceania, North-East- Asia 
and South-East-Asia. 

 Asia-Pacific isn't a security term but an economic concept wont to describe the emerging 
market economies of South-East and East-Asia. 

 On the opposite hand, Indo-Pacific may be a n evolving concept capturing the region from 
East-Africa to Western Pacific and is a strategic-cum-economic conception with special 
focus on sea lanes of communication. 

Initiative taken by India 
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•  Migration from Look East to Act East: In 2014, India had announced the transition from 
Look East Policy (LEP) to the Act East Policy (AEP). A key element of the AEP is that India has 
started internationalizing disputes within the Indo-Pacific region to place psychological 
pressure on irritants for instance , mentioning the South China Sea dispute in bilateral India 
– US Statement. 

• Strengthening ties with Pacific Island Countries: a replacement element of India’s Act East 
policy has been the extension of India’s Look East policy beyond the ASEAN, with emphasis 
on strengthening ties with 14 Pacific island countries like Fiji, Papua New Guinea , Kiribati, 
Cook Islands etc. 

•  Indo Pacific Wing: India has found out an Indo-Pacific Wing within the Ministry of External 
Affairs in April 2019. 

•  Revamp Naval Infrastructure: India also seeks to upgrade the naval facility in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands which can later become India’s naval outpost to succeed in Southeast Asia 
and beyond to the Pacific. 

•  Regional Forums: membership of regional forums (including several initiatives where India 
plays a prominent role, like the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), Mekong–Ganga Cooperation (MGC) and therefore the 
Bangladesh–China–India–Myanmar [BCIM] Forum. Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA 

•  Security interactions: the thought of the QUAD is for the leaders of the four nations to 
promote trade and defence cooperation across a stretch of ocean from the SCS, across the 
Indian Ocean and every one the thanks to Africa. it had been aimed toward countering 
China’s aggressive maritime expansion under its BRI. 

•  India – Australia: In 2017, when Australian PM visited India, both the edges decided to 
strengthen naval cooperation within the Indo–Pacific and work jointly for ensuring a legal 
maritime order and freedom navigation. 

•  India – Africa: India’s growing partnership with Africa are often seen through the convening 
of mechanisms just like the India-Africa Forum Summits. 

•  India – Japan - India and Japan are gradually building thereon by participating in each 
other’s maritime think-tanks, the Indian and Japanese Navies jointly participating in 
multilateral exercises (Malabar series) and therefore the bilateral exercise (JIMEX12) 

 

3. Kulbhushan Jadhav Case 
Kulbhushan Jadhav, an Indian military officer , was arrested in March 2016 by Pakistani security 
forces in Balochistan province after he reportedly entered from Iran. 

•  He was sentenced to death by a Pakistani court on charges of espionage and terrorism in 
April 2017. 

•  On May 9, 2018, ICJ stayed his death sentence after India had moved a petition before the 
UN body to hunt justice for him, alleging violation of the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations by Pakistan. 

•  In February 2019, India said Pakistan’s continued custody of Indian national Kulbhushan 
Jadhav with none consular access should be declared “unlawful” because it was an 
egregious violation of the Vienna Convention. 
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•  In 2019, the ICJ has directed Pakistan to review the conviction order of Kulbhushan Jadhav 
and, until then, put his death sentence on hold. ICJ also asked Islamabad to permit New 
Delhi consular access at the earliest. this is often a serious diplomatic and legal victory for 
India within the Jadhav case. 

•  In 2019, Pakistan granted consular access for Jadhav in line with the ICJ ruling. 

Key Highlights of Judgement 

•  Pakistan Violated Vienna Convention: ICJ upheld that Islamabad had violated Article 36 of 
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, 1963, by not informing India about Jadhav’s 
arrest immediately after Pakistan Army had taken him into custody. 

•  ICJ found that India had been bereft of the ‘right to speak with and have access to Jadhav, 
to go to him in detention and to rearrange for his legal representation’, which meant that 
Pakistan had breached obligations incumbent upon it under Article 36, paragraph 1 (a) and 
(c), of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 

•  The provisions of the 1963 Vienna Convention defines a framework for consular relations 
between countries. 

 

4. GILGIT-BALTISTAN 
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) issued a “strong protest” on 4th May over an order by the 
Pakistan Supreme Court allowing the Imran Khan government to carry elections within the region 
of Gilgit-Baltistan of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 
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About: 

•  Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) was formerly referred to as the Northern Areas. 

•  It is an integral a part of the Indian Union Territory of Ladakh but is currently under 
Pakistani occupation. 

•  Gilgit Baltistan has been under the control of Pakistan since April 1949, when the leadership 
of the so-called Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) was forced to sign over this territory to 
Pakistan. 

•  However, the region doesn't have anywhere within the constitutional framework of 
Pakistan and has been kept under the tight control of the central government. The region 
functioned as a “provincial autonomous region” since 2009. 

•  Gilgit-Baltistan shares a border with Azad Kashmir, along side which it's mentioned by the 
United Nations as "Pakistan administered Kashmir". 

•  Pakistan in recent months had taken a series of steps to make sure full constitutional and 
legal guarantees to the region which was strategically important for the country especially 
in sight of the passage of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through the region. 

 

5. Informal Summit at Mahabalipuram 
Ancient port town of Mamallapuram gets set for India-China informal meet. 

What are impromptu or “Informal Summits” ? 

•  They act as supplementary exchanges to annual Summits and other formal exchanges like 
the G20 Summit, EU-India Summit and therefore the BRICS Summit among others.  

•  They permit for “direct, free and candid exchange of views” between countries, something 
which will not be possible to try to to through formal bilateral and multilateral meetings 
that are agenda driven, where specific issues are discussed, and outcomes are more 
concretely defined.  

•  They're impromptu within the sense that they happen when a requirement for them is 
perceived by the concerned nations.  

What is the importance with Mamallapuram? 

•  Mamallapuram, a World Heritage Site, is symbolic of India’s ‘soft power’. 

•  It is a crucial town of the erstwhile Pallava dynasty that ruled this a part of south India from 
275 CE to 897 CE. 

•  The site is renowned for its architecture, widely admired across the planet . 

•  Mamallapuram and therefore the Pallava dynasty also are historically relevant with regard 
with China. 

•  The earliest recorded security pact between China and India (in the first 8th century) 
involved a Pallava king (Rajasimhan, or Narasimha Varma II). 

•  It was from this Pallava king that the Chinese sought help to counter Tibet. 

•  Tibet had notably been emerging as a robust power posing a threat to China then. 
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6. Kalapani 
 

 
What is the Kalapani territorial issue? 

•  Kalapani lies on the easternmost corner of Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh district, between 
Nepal and India. 

• Both India and Nepal claim to Kalapani. 

•  The dispute was revived in November 2019 when India published a revised political map 
showing the newly created UTs of J&K and Ladakh. 

•  The map showed Kalapani as a part of Pithoragarh district. 

•  Nepal protested immediately and drew attention to the difficulty . 

•  Very recently, India inaugurated the Darchula-Lipulekh pass link road, cutting across the 
disputed Kalapani area. 

•  The road is employed by Indian pilgrims to Kailash Mansarovar. 

•  Nepal hit back by summoning the Indian Ambassador to Nepal, Vinay Mohan Kwatra, to 
convey a proper protest. 

 

7. Feni River 
The Union Cabinet approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and 
Bangladesh on the withdrawal of 1.82 cusecs (cubic feet per second) of water from the Feni River 
by India for a beverage supply scheme for Sabroom town in Tripura. 
 

Recent developments and significance of the MoU:  

In August 2019, India and Bangladesh held a water secretary-level meeting of the Joint Rivers 
Commission (JRC) in Dhaka, where it had been agreed to gather data and prepare water-sharing 
agreements for seven rivers — Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla, Dudhkumar, and Feni.  

The MoU stands to profit Sabroom town on the southern tip of Tripura. this supply of beverage to 
Sabroom town is insufficient . The groundwater during this region has high iron content. 
Implementation of this scheme would benefit over 7000 population of Sabroom town. 
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8. Recycling of Ships Act 
Context- New law for safe recycling of ships came into force. 

Recycling of Ships Act, 2019 

•  The Recycling of Ships Act, 2019 restricts and prohibits the utilization or installation of 
hazardous materials, which applies regardless of whether a ship is supposed for recycling or 
not. 

• For new ships, such restriction or prohibition on use of hazardous materials are going to be 
immediate, that is, from the date the legislation comes into force, while existing ships shall 
have a period of 5 years for compliance. 

•  Restriction or prohibition on use of hazardous materials wouldn't be applied to warships 
and non-commercial ships operated by Government. 

•  Ships to be recycled in India shall be required to get a Ready for Recycling Certificate in 
accordance with the HKC. 

•  The Act imposes a statutory duty on ship recyclers to make sure safe and environmentally 
sound removal and management of hazardous wastes from ships. 

9. Bureau of Research on Industry and Economic Fundamentals (BRIEF) 
Context: The Bureau of Research on Industry and Economic Fundamentals (BRIEF) has released a 
report highlighting the impact of trade shutdown between India and Pakistan on people across 
borders.  

The report is named “Unilateral Decisions, Bilateral Losses”.  

What has happened?  

Following the Pulwama attacks, trade between India and Pakistan across the Wagah-Attari border 
and therefore the Line of Control (LoC) Salamabad-Chakhan da Bagh routes was closed 2019.  

MFN (most favoured nation) status to Pakistan was also cancelled.  

Pakistan has also imposed few counter- measures, including an airspace ban and suspension of 
trade relations. 
 

10. Nepalese language Seke 
The new york Times reported that the “near-extinct” Nepalese language Seke has just 700 
speakers round the world.  

Nepal’s Seke language: 

•  According to the Endangered Language Alliance (ELA), Seke is one among the over 100 
indigenous languages of Nepal. 

•  It is especially spoken within the five villages of Chuksang, Chaile, Gyakar, Tangbe and 
Tetang within the Upper Mustang district. 

•  It is one among the endangered languages within the world. 

Languages in danger? 

•  UNESCO has six degrees of endangerment. 

•  These are: 
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 Safe, 
 vulnerable languages, 
 definitely endangered languages, 
 Severely endangered 
 Critically endangered 
 extinct languages, 

Considering these definitions, Seke could also be considered to be a definitely endangered 
language. 

Note – As per the Endangered Languages Project (ELP), there are roughly 201 endangered 
languages in India and about 70 in Nepal. 

2019, was the International Year of Indigenous Languages, mandated by the United Nations (UN). 
 

11. MFN status. 
Pakistan’s most-favoured nation status scrapped by India. 

Definition of Most Favoured Nation 

In international economic relations and international politics, most favoured nation (MFN) may be 
a status or level of treatment accorded by one state to a different in international trade. The term 
means the country which is that the recipient of this treatment must nominally receive equal trade 
advantages because the “most favoured nation” by the country granting such treatment. 

What are the principles of the planet Trade Organisation regarding MFN? 

Under rules of the planet Trade Organisation (WTO), a member country isn't allowed to 
discriminate between trade partners and if a special status is granted to at least one trade partner, 
the country is required to increase it to all or any members of the WTO. during a nutshell, MFN 
may be a non-discriminatory national trading policy because it ensures equal trading among all 
WTO member nations instead of exclusive trading privileges. 

What are the benefits of the foremost Favoured Nation title? 

The advantages of the most-favored nations are: 

1.  These nations get access to a wider marketplace for better trade. 

2.  They pay a lesser cost on their exports thanks to the reduction in trade barriers. 

3.  Thanks to the above opportunities, they recover options in terms of growth in business and 
competitiveness. 

 

12. Maldives re-joined the Commonwealth 
Context: The Maldives re-joined the Commonwealth, quite three years after the Indian Ocean 
island nation quit amid mounting criticism of its human rights.  

In 2016, the Maldives pulled out of the Commonwealth.  

Maldives has been formally reinstated into the Commonwealth as its 54th member state. 
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13. About Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) 
India is looking to post Navy Liaison Officers at the Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre 
(RMIFC) of IOC in Madagascar and also at the european maritime surveillance initiative within the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

India and IOC 

•  India was accepted as an observer getting a seat at the table of the organization that 
handles maritime governance within the western Indian Ocean . 

•  India’s entry may be a consequence of its deepening strategic partnership with France also 
as its expanding ties with the Vanilla Islands. 

•  The IOC has four observers — China, EU, Malta and world organization of los angeles 
Francophonie (OIF). 

•  The IOC is an intergovernmental organization that was created in 1982 at Port Louis , 
Mauritius and institutionalized in 1984 by the Victoria Agreement in Seychelles. 

•  The IOC consists of 5 African Indian Ocean nations: Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Réunion (an overseas region of France), and Seychelles. 

•  These five islands share geographic proximity, historical and demographic relationships, 
natural resources and customary development issues 

India is looking to post Navy Liaison Officers at the Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre 
(RMIFC) of IOC in Madagascar and also at the ecu maritime surveillance initiative within the Strait 
of Hormuz. 
 

14. Mekong COMMISSION (MRC) 
A new study released by the Mekong Commission, highlighting the impact of China’s dams on the 
Mekong has raised fresh questions on whether dams being built on other rivers that originate in 
China, like the Brahmaputra, may similarly impact countries downstream. 

•  The Mekong flows from China to Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

• The Mekong Commission, which comprises Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam, has said 
more scientific evidence was needed to determine whether dams caused a 2019 drought. 

•  While China’s southwestern Yunnan which usually has above-average rainfall, there was 
“severe lack of water within the lower Mekong. 
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15. Mission Sagar 
As a part of the govt of India outreach amidst the continued COVID-19 pandemic, Indian Naval Ship 
Kesari has departed for Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, to supply Food 
Items, COVID related Medicines including HCQ Tablets and Special Ayurvedic Medicines with 
Medical Assistance Teams embarked, on 10 May 2020. 

Significance 

•  This deployment as ‘Mission Sagar’, is in line with India’s role because the first responder 
within the region and builds on the superb relations existing between these countries to 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic and its resultant difficulties. 

•  The deployment is in consonance with the Prime Ministers vision of Security and Growth 
for beat the Region ‘SAGAR’ and highlights the importance accorded by India to relations 
together with her neighbouring countries and further strengthens the prevailing bond. 

 

16. India-China Recent issues 

 
 

What’s the issue?  

2020: Ladakh stand-off 
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The incidents happened within the Naku La 
sector and during a contested area near 
Pangong Tso, a lake in Ladakh.  

But the military played down the 2 incidents 
as “temporary and short-duration face-offs” 
that were resolved by “local commanders as 
per mutually-accepted protocols” through 
dialogue and flag meetings. These sorts of 
incidents do occur as boundaries aren't 
resolved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is Naku La? 

Naku La sector may be a pass at a height of quite 5,000 metres above Mean sea level (MSL) within 
the state of Sikkim.  

It is located before Muguthang or Cho Lhamu 
(source of River Teesta).  

The other passes located within the state of 
Sikkim are Nathu La Pass and Jelep La Pass. 
 

Pangong Tso lake:  

It is a 135-km long lake, located within the 
Himalayas at the peak of roughly 4,350 m, 
stretches out from India to China.  

One-third of water body, its 45 km stretch, is 
in Indian control while the remainder of the 
90 km is under Chinese control.  

It is formed from Tethys geosyncline. It is a 
salt water lake.  
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Strategic significance: By itself, the lake doesn't have major tactical significance. But it lies within 

the path of the Chushul approach, one among the most approaches that China can use for an 

offensive into Indian-held territory. 
 

What exactly happened within the Galwan Valley? 

•  Tensions had been high within the area for few weeks. 

•  Large number of soldiers and military equipment were deployed along the LAC by each side. 

•  Even though the LAC in Galwan Valley was never disputed by the 2 sides, the Chinese had 

moved into the Indian side of the LAC. 

•  Meeting was held at the extent of Corps Commanders on 6 June 2020. 

•  After this, negotiations had been conducted between local military commanders of both the 

armies. 

•  They negotiated for a mutually agreed disengagement process. 

•  As a part of that process, a buffer zone had been agreed to be created between the LAC and 

therefore the junction of the Shyok and Galwan rivers. 

•  This was to avoid any faceoff between the 2 armies. 

•  The two armies were to maneuver back by a kilometre each therein area as a primary step. 

•  Colonel B Santosh Babu, who was monitoring this process, noticed that a Chinese camp was 

still existing within the area. 

•  He visited catch on removed. 

•  This soon led to scuffle and blows being exchanged, leading to deaths and injuries. 

•  More than 70 Indian soldiers were injured during a major scuffle. 

•  At least 20 soldiers including a commandant lost their lives on one day. 

2013: Stand-off at Daulat Beg Oldi 

•  After decades of patrolling the border, a Chinese platoon pitched a camp near Daulat Beg 

Oldi in April 2013. 

•  The Indians soon followed, fixing their own base fewer than 1,000 feet away. 

•  The camps were later fortified by troops and heavy equipment. 

•  By May, the edges had agreed to dismantle both encampments, but disputes about the 

situation of the road of Actual Control persisted. 
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2017: Doklam Stand-off 

•  In June 2017, the Chinese 

set to figure building a 

road within the Doklam 

Plateau, a neighborhood of 

the Himalayas controlled 

not by India, but by its ally 

Bhutan. 

• Indian troops carrying 

weapons and operating 

bulldozers confronted the 

Chinese with the intention 

of destroying the road. 

•  A standoff ensued, soldiers 

threw rocks at one another 

, and troops from each side 

suffered injuries. 

•  In August, the countries agreed to withdraw from the world , and China stopped construction 

on the road. 
 

17. WMCC 

Working Mechanism for Consultation & Coordination on India-China Border Affairs 

Context: India and China have activated the “working mechanism” at the diplomatic level.  

This has been activated alongside the military-to-military conversation happening at the sector 

level to “dis-engage” and “de-escalate” things . 

About WMCC:  

The WMCC was established in 2012 as an institutional mechanism for consultation and 

coordination for management of India - China border areas, also on exchange views on 

strengthening communication and cooperation, including between the border security personnel 

of the 2 sides.  

Composition: it's headed by joint secretary-level officials from each side . they're entrusted to 

assist the special representative for boundary talks, an edge currently held by NSA AjitDoval. 
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18. BoBBLE 
THE BAY OF BENGAL boundary layer EXPERIMENT 

About: 

•  The Bay of Bengal 
boundary layer 
Experiment or 
BoBBLE briefly may 
be a project funded 
by Union Ministry of 
Earth Sciences and 
therefore the Natural 
Environment 
Research Council of 
UK. 

•  The team 
administered studies 
of oceanographic properties on board RV Sindhu Sadhana within the southern Bay of Bengal. 
After which a blueprint for future weather system observational experiments was created for 
accurately forecasting rainfall.  

 

19. Afghanistan’s Power Sharing Deal 
Context: Afghanistan's President Ashraf Ghani and his rival Abdullah Abdullah have signed a 
power-sharing deal, ending months of political uncertainty.  

Overview of the deal:  

1.  Mr Ghani will stay as president.  

2.  Dr Abdullah will lead peace talks with the Taliban, should they get under way.  

3.  The deal involves Abdullah to steer the country’s National Reconciliation High Council and a 
few members of Abdullah’s team would be included in Ghani’s Cabinet.  

4.  The Reconciliation Council has been given the authority to handle and approve all affairs 
associated with Afghanistan’s social process . 

 

(B)  India: Bilateral and multilateral issues 

20. UK-INDIA EDUCATION AND RESEARCH INITIATIVE (UKIERI) 
The British Council of India and Universities UK International have joined hands together for UKIERI 
Mobility Programme: Study in India. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

•  The programme will open in July 2019. 

•  Aim to get 200 opportunities for undergraduate students at UK universities by March 2021. 

•  Priority is given to students from traditionally underrepresented groups. 



  21 
 

 

•  The programme will increase the amount of outward student mobility from the united 
kingdom to 13% by 2020. 

•  It Supports the employability of UK graduates and helps them steel oneself against a 
globally competitive workforce. 

•  The programme also will support the internationalization of Indian education through the 
diversification of the scholar body, and therefore the consolidation of inter-institutional 
partnerships. 

 

FUNDING 

The programme are going to be funded by the united kingdom and Indian Governments as a part 
of Phase 3 of the UK-India Education Research Initiative and delivered by British Council, 
Universities UK International and EdCIL in India. 
 

Nato ally like status 
The U.S. Senate has passed a legislative provision which was contained within the National 
Defense Authorization Act(NDAA) for the financial year 2020, that brings India at par with 
America’s NATO allies and countries like Israel and South Korea for increasing defence 
cooperation. Once it’s passed, India are going to be given a Nato ally like status. 

 
•  NATO is an intergovernmental military alliance between 30 North American and European 

countries. 

•  The organization implements the North Atlantic Treaty that was signed on 4 April 1949 
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•  NATO’s purpose is to ensure the freedom and securityof its members through political and 
military means. 

What Is Non-NATO Ally Status? 

•  It may be a designation given by the us government to shut allies that have strategic 
working relationships with the US soldiers but aren't members of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 

•  While the status doesn't automatically include a mutual defense pact with the us , it still 
confers a spread of military and financial advantages that otherwise aren't obtainable by 
non-NATO countries. 

Significance for India: 

•  The move brings India on par with North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) allies and 
countries like Israel and South Korea for increasing defence cooperation. 

•  Increased cooperation between the us and India within the areas of humanitarian 
assistance, counter-terrorism, counter-piracy and maritime security within the Indian 
Ocean. 

 

21. India ratifies OECD's convention to see evasion . 
Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 

Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) refers to the strategies employed by multinational 
companies to avoid paying tax, by exploiting the mismatches and gaps within the tax rules. 

Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) is usually prevalent in property (IP) intensive Technology 
domain (companies like Google, Apple etc) and therefore the companies in Life Sciences domain 
like Pfizer, Merck etc. 
 

BEPS Project – Launched by OECD 

1.  Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development launched the BEPS project to 
tackle the matter of minimization , to usher in a transparent tax environment and convey in 
additional synergy to the international tax rules.  

2.  There are 15 Action Plans that are being implemented by 135 countries. 

3.  Countries now have the tools to tax the corporate that's generating profits and value 
therein particular country. 

4.  These tools also reduce disputes. 

How is India Solving the matter of Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS)? 

Indian is playing a crucial role within the BEPS Project initiated by the OECD. India is functioning on 
amending its laws to tackle the matter of BEPS. 

India has already implemented a number of the important recommendations of the BEPS project 
through amendments in its domestic tax laws like  

1.  Country-by-Country Reporting (CbCR) – it's a part of the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development’s Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Action Plan 13. As per 
Indian income tax Act, Section 286(2), the CbCR is required to be submitted by an Indian 
affiliate of a foreign-parented group or Indian parent company. 
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2.  Thin capitalization – Thin Capitalisation refers to a condition where a corporation is 
financed with a high level of debt compared to the equity (highly leveraged) 

3.  Secondary Adjustments – On 30 September, 2019, Rule 10CB of tax rules amendments were 
notified by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT).  

4.  Patent Box tax regime – it had been introduced in India by enacting new Section 115BBF as 
per Finance Act, 2016. 

 

22. Port Integrity Campaign 
1.  Maritime Anti-Corruption Network(MACN) has announced the launch of a Port Integrity 

Campaign in India. 

2.  The campaign aims to scale back and within the future eliminate integrity issues and 
bottlenecks to trade during operations in Indian ports. 

3.  The campaign may be a collective action of MACN, the govt of India, international 
organizations and native industry stakeholders. 

4.  The pilot program of the campaign will happen in Mumbai ports and can run until 
October,2019.Following the pilot,MACN plans to expand the program to other Indian ports. 

5.  The most activities of the campaign include implementation of integrity training for port 
officials and therefore the establishment of clear escalation and reporting processes. 

6.  MACN may be a global business network of over 110 companies working to tackle 
corruption within the maritime industry.It was established in 2011 by alittle group of 
committed maritime companies. 

23. Eastern Economic Forum 
News: Indian Prime Minister has announced to increase a $1 billion line of credit towards the 
event of the Russian Far East .This was announced at the 5th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in 
Vladivostok, Russia. 

About Eastern Economic Forum(EEF) 

•  The Eastern Economic Forum was established by Decree of the Russian President in 2015. 

•  In accordance with the Decree, the Eastern Economic Forum takes place annually in 
Vladivostok,Russia. 

•  The purpose of the forum is to support the economic development of Russia’s Far East and 
to expand international cooperation within the Asia-Pacific region. 

•  The events at the Forum traditionally happen within the sort of panel sessions, roundtables, 
televised debates, business breakfasts, and business dialogues dedicated to Russia’s 
relationships with various countries. 

•  India was the primary country to open a consulate in Vladivostok in 1992 after realising the 
geostrategic significance of Russian Far East . 

 

  



  24 
 

 

24. Automatic Exchange of information (AEOI) Regime 
•  Banking details of Indians with accounts in Switzerland are going to be available to tax 

authorities because the automatic exchange of information regime kicks off between the 2 
countries. 

•  In 2016, India and Switzerland had signed an information-sharing deal on bank accounts, 
which was to return in effect from September 2019. 

About AEOI 

•  This automatic exchange of information (AEOI) is to be administered under the Common 
Reporting Standard (CRS), the worldwide reporting standard for such exchange of data . 

•  It takes care of aspects like confidentiality rules and data safeguards. 

•  The CRS has been developed by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD). 

•  Under the agreement, India won't receive information on bank accounts before 2018. 
 

25. India joins global alliance on responsible use of smart city technologies 
The G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance on Technology Governance  

About G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance: 

•  The G20 Global Smart Cities Alliance on Technology Governance was established in June 
2019, in conjunction with the G20 Summit held in Osaka, Japan.  

•  It is an alliance that comprises of 15 of the world’s leading city networks and technology 
governance organisations. 

•  It seeks to figure towards advancing the responsible and ethical use of smart city 
technologies.  

•  The alliance also aims to make global norms and policy standards for the utilization of 
connected devices publicly spaces. 

Significance: 

•  Smart city technologies can help decrease traffic jam , combat crime, improve resilience 
during natural disasters and reduce greenhouse emissions. 

•  Without proper governance, these technologies pose significant risk, notably to privacy and 
security. 
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26. 14TH EAST ASIA SUMMIT 

The latest edition of the East Asia Summit, a grouping of 18 countries including India, is being held 
in Bangkok. The summit vowed to proportion efforts to affect terrorism, radicalisation and 
transnational crimes including by ramping up coordination with anti-terror watchdog FATF and 
relevant UN agencies. 

 
AGENDA OF SUMMIT 

The agenda for this edition of the summit was to review the longer term direction of East Asia 
Summit co-operation and exchange views on regional and international issues. 

HIGHLIGHTS & SIGNIFICANCE 

•  The summit will deepen cooperation with the FATF (Financial Action Task Force), the 
UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) and therefore the FATF-style regional 
bodies. 

•  The EAS also ensures the effective implementation of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
standards to affect terror financing. 

•  The powerful bloc involved effective measures to counter terrorism including by containing 
terror financing. 

•  EAS also asked for collaboration in containing transnational crime according to domestic 
laws and regulations within and between member countries. 
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27. RCEP  
India has decided to not join the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) - at least 
for now. 

What is the RCEP? 

• It may be a trade 
deal that's currently 
under negotiation 
among 16 countries. 

• These countries 
include 10 member 
countries of the 
Association of 
Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and 
6 countries with 
which the ASEAN 
bloc has trade 
agreements (FTA). 

• The ASEAN countries 
have FTAs with India, 
Australia, China, 
South Korea, Japan 
and New Zealand. 

•  Negotiations on the 
small print of the 
RCEP are on since 
2013. 

Why India didn’t sign? 

1. Domestic industry and dairy farmers had strong reservations about the trade pact.  

2.  India’s deficit with the RCEP nations is $105 billion, of which China alone accounts for $54 
billion.  

3.  The fear is additionally over Chinese manufactured goods and dairy products from New 
Zealand flooding Indian markets, hurting domestic interests.  

4.  The trade agreement was also seen as being detrimental to the government’s Make in India 
initiative. India was trying to find specific rules of origin to make sure the trade pact wasn’t 
abused by non-partner countries and an auto-trigger mechanism to guard it from a surge in 
imports. Ecommerce and trade remedies were among other key areas of concern that did 
not find satisfactory redressal.  

5.  India was also worried about keeping 2014 because the base year for tariff reductions.  
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28. The Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS) 
The Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS) may be a proposed Military Logistics 
Support Agreement between India and Russia. 

 

Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS): 

•  The Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS) may be a proposed Military Logistics 
Support Agreement (MLSA) between India and Russia. 

•  The agreement aims to simplify interoperability and enable military platforms to receive 
support and supplies across bases in both nations.  

•  The logistics agreement are going to be beneficial to the Indian Navy as warships will get 
access to mutual ports and exclusive economic zones to refuel and devour supplies. 

•  On the opposite hand, Russia also can use ports like Mumbai and Visakhapatnam. Besides 
ports, Russia would even be ready to access airbases. 

•  The objective of the ARLS is to explore ways to jointly manufacture spares and components 
with Russian original equipment manufacturers (OEM) under ‘Make in India’. 

 

29. SCOJtEx-2019 
Union Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah inaugurated the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Joint Exercise on Urban Earthquake Search & Rescue (SCOJtEx-2019).  

About: 

 On the initiative of Government of India, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is 
hosting SCOJtEx-2019. 

 It is being organized with the aim to provide an opportunity to enhance the coordination & 
co-operation involving multi-agency operations in an earthquake scenario. 

 The four day long simulation exercise shall be held from 4-7 November, 2019 at Delhi. 

 The participants of all 08 member countries namely China, India, Kazakhastan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan shall be participating in this exercise. 

 The four day long simulation exercise shall be conducted as per the International Search & 
Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) methodology & guidelines.  

 

30. Crude palm oil 
Context: India has cut duty on crude palm oil (CPO) and refined, bleached and deodorised (RBD) 
palm oil, and also moved RBD oil from the “free” to the “restricted” list of imports. 

Background 

•  India imports most of its refined palm oil from Malaysia and crude palm oil from Indonesia. 

• Indonesia and Malaysia are the highest two producers of palm oil, while India is that the 
biggest importer of palm oil. 

•  Indonesia and Malaysia structure over 85% of worldwide supply but there are 42 other 
countries that also produce palm oil. 
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•  India has cut duty on crude palm oil (CPO) and refined, bleached and deodorised (RBD) 
palm oil, and also moved RBD oil from the “free” to the “restricted” list of imports. 

•  While curbing oil imports was been under discussion since the Budget presented in 2019. 

•  Malaysia has also been sheltering since 2017 the Islamic preacher Zakir Naik, who is needed 
by India on charges of cash laundering, hate speech, and links to terror. 

 

31. Country-by-Country Report 
Income Tax (IT) department designates authority for information concerning country-by-country 
report concerning Multinational Enterprises (MNEs). 

Background 

•  Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) had developed an Action 
Plan called “Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) Action Plan 13” to make sure that a 
multinational enterprise would report its profit correctly where it's earned. 

•  Under BEPS Action Plan 13, all large multinational enterprises (MNEs) are required to 
organize a Country-By-Country (CBC) report with aggregate data on the worldwide 
allocation of income, profit, taxes paid and economic activity among tax jurisdictions during 
which they operate. 

Country-by-Country (CbC) report 

•  CbC Report is an annual return that breaks down key elements of the financial statements 
by jurisdiction. 

•  The report provides local tax authorities visibility to revenue, income, tax paid and accrued, 
employment, capital, retained earnings, tangible assets and activities of the concerned 
Multinational Enterprises (MNE). 

•  This report is employed as a corroborating material by Income-tax Authorities in completing 
a revenue risk assessment. 

 

32. Extradition Treaty between India and Belgium 
News: Recently, the Union Cabinet has approved the signing and ratifying of the Extradition Treaty 
between India and Belgium. 

Facts: 

•  Obligation to Extradite: Each Party agrees to extradite an individual accused/convicted of 
an extraditable offence within the territory of the opposite Party. 

•  Extraditable Offences: an offence punishable under the laws of both the Parties with 
imprisonment for a period of 1 year or more. 

•  Grounds for Refusal Under the Treaty: a) The offence involved may be a political offence b) 
The offence may be a military offence and c) The request for prosecution has been made on 
account of his race, sex, religion, nationality or political opinion. 

•  Extradition of Nationals: Extradition of nationals is discretionary. The nationality are going 
to be determined at the time the offence was committed. 
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(C) WORLDLY AFFAIRS 
33. HR 1044 
NEWS FLASH 

The United States House of Representatives of Representatives has passed legislation that 
removes the seven percent country-cap on green card applicants. 

The bill titled ‘Fairness for High-Skilled Immigrants Act of 2019’ or ‘HR 1044’ now must be gone by 
the Senate and obtain approved by the President. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

•  This bill increases the per-country cap on family-based immigrant visas. 

•  It eliminates the seven percent cap for employment-based immigrant visas. 

•  It also removes an offset that reduced the amount of visas for people from China. 
 

What the HR 1044 means for India? 

•  A change within the existing law can mean that immigrants from countries like India and 
China seeking permanent residency could expect shorter wait times. 

•  Indian IT professionals, who under the prevailing law would need to wait up to 70 years as 
some studies suggest, can now hope for a fairer system with lesser time interval . 

•  Apart from removing caps for employment-based Green Cards, caps for family-based 
categories have also been increased to fifteen . 

•  A US based institute released a study in 2018 saying, that supported current law and 
backlog, Indian nationals holding advanced educational degrees may need to wait over 150 
years so as to urge a positive identification . 

 

34. UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements 
Cabinet approves signing of the UN Convention on International Settlement Agreements resulting 
from mediation by India 

Benefit: 

Signing of the Convention will boost the confidence of the investors and shall provide a positive 
signal to foreign investors about India's commitment to stick to international practice on 
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR). 

Initiatives to promote ADR Mechanisms: 

 In order to encourage international commercial arbitration in India, to evolve a 
comprehensive ecosystem of arbitration the govt is establishing the New Delhi International 
Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) as a statutory body.  

 The Commercial Courts Act, 2015, has been further amended and legislative exercise to 
further amend the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996, is currently underway.  

 These initiatives are being crazy a view to encourage the settlement of economic disputes, 
domestic and international, in India through ADR Mechanism of Arbitration, Conciliation 
and Mediation.  

 A new Chapter (IIIA) has been inserted within the Commercial Courts Act, 2015, for 
mandatory pre-institution mediation and settlement in certain category of cases.  

 Therefore, the provisions of the 'Convention' are in line with the domestic laws and 
therefore the efforts made to strengthen Alternative Dispute Resolution Mechanisms. 
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35. UNRWA 
In News- Recently, India has 
pledged USD10 million to the 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
within the Middle East (UNRWA) 
over a span of two years. 
 

About United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA): 

•  It may be a United Nations 
agency established by the 
overall Assembly in 1949. 

•  It supports the relief and 
human development of 
Palestinian refugees across 
within the field of education, 
health care, relief and social 
services, camp infrastructure 
and improvement, protection 
and microfinance. 

•  It works to help and supply 
relief to Palestine refugees in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West 
Bank, including East 
Jerusalem and therefore the 
Gaza Strip . 

•  It is funded almost entirely by 
voluntary contributions and 
support and currently serves 
5.4 million Palestinian 
refugees 20 per cent of the 
world’s refugees. 

 

 
 

 

36. International Court of Justice (ICJ) and International court (ICC) 
International Court of Justice – ICJ 

 It is that the primary branch of the United Nations and settles legal disputes and provides 
advisory opinions submitted thereto by its member states. ICJ may be a civil court. 

 United Nations Security Council enforces its court’s rulings. 
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 ICJ consists of 15 judges elected for 9 years term by the United Nations General Assembly 
and United Nations Security Council . 

 International Court of Justice is one among the foremost important guarantors of peace, 
security and co-operation among states. 

International court – ICC 

 It was found out after the unplanned tribunals to affect Rwanda war crimes proved 
ineffective. ICC may be a court . 

 ICC is predicated on the principle of complementarity. ICC wasn't created to supplant the 
authority of national courts. However, when a state’s system collapses or when a 
government may be a perpetrator of heinous crimes, the ICC can exercise jurisdiction. ICC 
may be a court of last resort. 

 USA opposed the ICC for fear that it'll be used politically against U.S. nationals. 

 ICC ensures that those that commit serious human rights violations are held accountable. 
Justice helps promote lasting peace, enables victims to rebuild their lives and sends a robust 
message that perpetrators of great international crimes won't go unpunished. 

 

37. Resolution 47 
What is the issue? 

•  The government removed the special status for the state of Jammu and Kashmir by 
modifying Article 370 of India’s Constitution. 

• Pakistan’s Prime Minister said that this is often an illegal move. 

What are the UNSC resolutions that Imran Khan spoke about? 

•  Imran Khan in his statement mentioned UNSC Resolution 47. 

•  In 1947, following an invasion by Pakistani soldiers, the Maharaja of Kashmir signed the 
Instrument of Accession with India. 

•  After the primary war in Kashmir (1947-1948), India approached the UNSC to bring the 
conflict in Kashmir to the notice of its members. 

•  This resolution focuses on the govt of India’s complaint concerning the dispute over the 
State of J&K. 

What happened at the UNSC? 

•  India - Was able to hold a plebiscite, to understand of the people’s desire and accept the 
results of the vote. 

•  Pakistan - Denied its involvement within the conflict and counter-accused India. 

•  UNSC - Under Resolution 39 (1948), it found out the UN Commission with a view to 
facilitate the restoration of peace and order and to the holding of a plebiscite, by the 2 
Governments in Kashmir. 

What did the UNSC order Pakistan to do? 

The UNSC ordered that Pakistan was to withdraw its tribesmen and Pakistan nationals who had 
entered “the State for the aim of fighting” and to stop future intrusions and to stop “furnishing of 
material aid to those fighting within the State”. The UNSC also stated that it gave “full freedom to 
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all or any subjects of the State, no matter creed, caste or party, to precise their views” and 
therefore the freedom to vote on the difficulty of the accession of the State. it had been also 
ordered Pakistan to cooperate with maintaining peace and order. 

What did the UNSC order India to do? 

The UNSC had a more comprehensive set of orders for India. It said that after the Pakistani army 
and tribesmen had withdrawn from the State and therefore the fighting had ceased, India was to 
submit an idea to the Commission for withdrawing forces from Jammu and Kashmir and to scale 
back them over a period of your time to the minimum strength required for civil maintenance of 
law and order. India was ordered to appraise the Commission of the stages at which steps had 
been taken to scale back military presence to the minimum strength and to rearrange remaining 
troops after consultations with the Commission. 

Among other instructions, India was ordered to agree that till the time the Plebiscite 
Administration found it necessary to exercise the powers of direction and supervision over the 
State forces and police, these forces would be held in areas to be prescribed with the Plebiscite 
Administrator. It also directed India to recruit local personnel for law and order and to safeguard 
the rights of minorities. 
 

38. China’s ‘One Country, Two Systems’ 
Context- Hong Kongers have grown increasingly suspicious of their relationship with the mainland. 
China has pushed for an “improvement” within the Basic Law, which is that the mini-constitution 
that defines ties between Hong Kong and Beijing. 
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What is Hong Kong’s ‘Basic Law’? 

•  A former British colony, Hong Kong was handed over to China in 1997, becoming one 
among its Special Administrative Regions. 

•  It is governed by a mini-constitution called the essential Law, which affirms the principle of 
“one country, two systems”. 

•  The constitutional document may be a product of the 1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration. 

•  Under this Declaration, China promised to honour Hong Kong’s liberal policies, system of 
governance, independent judiciary, and individual freedoms for a period of fifty years from 
1997. 

•  Since the handover, Hong Kong residents have repeatedly protested to guard their Basic 
Law freedoms, with the primary major pro-democracy protest happening in 2003. 

•  In 2014, over one lakh city residents took part within the ‘Umbrella Revolution’ to protest 
against China’s denial of democratic reforms. 

 

 

39. THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA 
Context: India has announced a contribution of twenty-two million US Dollars to the worldwide 
Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria 

(GFTAM) for the 6th replenishment cycle, a rise of 10% over the quantity contributed by us within 
the 5th cycle. 

What is it? 

•  the worldwide Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (or simply the worldwide Fund) 
is a world financing organization. 

•  It aims to “attract, leverage and invest additional resources to finish the epidemics of 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria to support attainment of the Sustainable Development 
Goals established by the United Nations .” 

•  Founded in 2002, the worldwide Fund may be a partnership between governments, civil 
society, the private sector and people suffering from the diseases. 

•  The organization maintains its secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 

40. A-WEB’s Chair 
Why is it within the news? 

•  It was recently reported that India will take over as A-WEB’s Chair for the 2019-21 term 
What is Association of World Election Bodies (A-WEB)? 

•  It is that the largest association of Election Management Bodies (EMBs) worldwide.  

•  Permanent secretariat of A-WEB → in Seoul, South Korea . 

•  It was founded with the shared vision among its members of achieving sustainable 
democracy round the world 

•  A-WEB also undertakes Election Visitor and Observation Programmes in various countries to 
review various election management practices and share knowledge with other Member of 
EMBs. 
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India and A-WEB 

•  ECI has been its Executive member since AWEB’s inception for 2 consecutive terms (2013-
15 and 2015-17). 

•  During the A-WEB General Assembly, 2017 ECI was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair of A-
WEB 2017-19. 

 

 

41. Kurds 
Between 25 and 35 million Kurds inhabit a mountainous region straddling the borders of Turkey, 
Iraq, Syria, Iran and Armenia.  

They make up the fourth-
largest ethnos within the 
Middle East , but they need 
never obtained a permanent 
nation state. 
 

Today, they form a particular 
community, united through 
race, culture and language, 
albeit they need no standard 
dialect. They also adhere to 
variety of various religions 
and creeds, although the bulk 
are Sunni Muslims. 

What are their demands?  

The Kurds haven't achieved nation-state status, except in Iraq, where they need a regional 
government called Iraqi Kurdistan . 

Kurdistan is formed from five different regions: south-eastern Turkey, north-eastern Syria, 
northern Iraq, north western Iran and south western Armenia.  

In the early 20th century, the Kurds began working toward the creation of homeland referred to as 
Kurdistan. In 1920, the Treaty of Sèvres -- one among a series of treaties that the Central Powers 
signed after their defeat in war I -- outlined the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and involved an 
autonomous Kurdistan.  

Three years later, after the top of the war, Western allies dropped demands for an independent 
Kurdish state and therefore the Kurdish region was divided among several countries. 

Topic- Developing & Developed countries: WTO 

Context: South Korea has said that it'll not seek special treatment reserved for developing 
countries by the world Trade Organization in future negotiations given its enhanced global 
economic status. 

Developing country status: 

•  The “developing country” status allows a member of the WTO to seek temporary exception 
from the commitments under various multilateral trade agreements ratified by the 
organisation. 



  35 
 

 

•  Countries self-designate themselves as ‘developing country’ to require advantage of 
provisions like Article XVIII of GATT. 

•  It was introduced during the initial days of the WTO as a mechanism to supply some respite 
to poor countries while they struggle to regulate to a replacement global trade order 
marked by lower barriers to trade. 

•  Developing country status ensures special and differential treatment (S&DT) or provisions 
which permit them longer to implement agreements and commitments, 

•  It includes measures to extend trading opportunities, safeguard their trade interests, and 
support to create capacity to handle disputes and implement technical standards. 

•  These provisions are aimed toward ensuring longer transitional periods to suits WTO 
obligations and affording technical assistance to countries, among other things. 

•  Countries like India and China, while seeking exception from various WTO agreements, have 
argued that their economic backwardness should be considered when it involves the 
timeline of implementation of those agreements. 

•  The issue of farm subsidies, as an example , is one over which rich and poor countries have 
had major disagreements. 

•  The WTO, however, doesn't formally classify any of its members as a developing country. 

•  Individual countries are allowed to unilaterally classify themselves as developing 
economies. 

•  So, as many as two-thirds of the 164 members of the WTO have classified themselves as 
developing countries. 

 

42. Drone Innovators Network Summit 2019 
The summit organised by the planet Economic Forum under the aegis of the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation saw participation from National & International Aviation Regulatory bodies, Drone 
Industry and senior Civil Aviation Ministry officials. 

Drones Innovators Network: 

•  Drone Innovators Network(DIN) was formed in 2018 at the planet Economic Forum in 
Davos,Switzerland. 

•  It may be a community of progressive governments, supported by industry and other key 
stakeholders who are accelerating the adoption of drones with progressive regulatory 
approaches. 

•  The Drone Innovators Network held its inaugural summit in Zurich, Switzerland. 
 

 

43. Information Fusion Centre — Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR)  
 

Why in News? 

India starts sharing maritime data. The NMDA project was launched in accordance with the vision 
of PM on SAGAR (Security and Growth for beat the Region). 
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IFC- IOR: 

•  The IFC-IOR was established with the vision of strengthening maritime security within the 
region and beyond, by building a standard coherent maritime situation picture and acting as 
a maritime information hub for the region. 

•  Through this Centre, information on “white shipping”, or commercial shipping, are going to 
be exchanged with countries within the region to enhance maritime domain awareness 
within the Indian Ocean . 

•  The IFC has been established at the Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre 
(IMAC) in Gurugram, which is that the single point centre linking all the coastal radar chains 
to get a seamless real-time picture of the nearly 7,500-km coastline. 

•  IFR-IRO would also make sure that the whole region is benefited by mutual collaboration 
and exchange of data and understanding the concerns and threats which are prevalent 
within the region. 

 

44. IMF quotas 
As per the newest deal, Members of the International fund (IMF) agreed to take care of its funding 
at $ 1 trillion but postponed changes to its voting structure. 

What are IMF quotas? Why IMF quota is vital especially for India’s interests? 

IMF’s primary aim is to make sure stability of international medium of exchange (i.e. exchange 
rates etc.) for the aim of smoother transactions among member countries or everywhere the 
planet . 

What are IMF quotas? 

1.  When a country joins the IMF, it's assigned an initial quota within the same range because 
the quotas of existing members of broadly comparable economic size and characteristics. 
The IMF uses a quota formula to assist assess a member’s relative position. 

2.  The present quota formula may be a weighted average of GDP (weight of 50%), openness 
(30%), economic variability (15%), and international reserves (5%). For this purpose, GDP is 
measured through a mix of GDP—based on market exchange rates (weight of 60%)—and on 
PPP exchange rates (40%). The formula also includes a “compression factor” that reduces 
the dispersion in calculated quota shares across members. 

Why IMF quota is vital especially for India’s interests? 

1. Higher IMF quota simply means more voting rights and borrowing permissions under IMF. 
But it's unfortunate that formula is meant in such how that some countries are over 
represented within the IMF and that’s why emerging countries are against this quota 
scheme of IMF. 

2.  BRICS countries accounts for 1/5th of world GDP and 2/5th of world population but still 
hold less quotas and thus under-represented. 

3.  IMF quota determines voting power of any member in IMF decisions. Thus less quota 
means less voting rights. 
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4.  IMF quota is employed to make a decision amount of finance a member can obtain from 
IMF. Thus lesser quits cause lesser amount of cash from IMF to its members that hinders its 
development objectives. 

5.  Quotas determine the dimensions of contingency funds at the disposal of the IMF to lend to 
countries in need of help, also because the power of individual countries to influence 
lending decisions and tap into the funds themselves. 

6.  Though developing countries hold but half the general quota at the instant , with their 
rapidly increasing economic heft they need demanded a greater share. India has been 
pressing for IMF quota reforms because it would give more tell developing nations within 
the activities of the multi-lateral organisation. 

7. Within the current environment of competition, the IMF will need to do quite just 
superficially tinker with its asymmetric hierarchy and outdated quota system. Else, it might 
be slowly but steadily pushed into irrelevance. 

India’s share has increased to 2.75% from 2.44%, making it the 8th largest shareholder within the 
quota system. 
 

 

45. Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
In a unilateral decision, Pakistan has stopped exchange of postal mails with India since August 27. 

Universal Postal Union (UPU): 

• It may be a specialized agency of United Nations , established in 1874. 

•  It is second oldest world organization worldwide after International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) (etsd. 1865). 

•  It has 192 member 

•  Headquarters – Berne, Switzerland 

•  India joined the UPU on July 1876. 

Their functions include: 

•  Ensure truly universal network of up-to-date products and services. 

•  Set rules for international mail exchanges 

•  Make recommendations for growth in mail, financial and parcel services volumes and to 
enhance quality of service for patrons . 

 

46. International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
India has approached ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organization) after Pakistan denied 
permission for PM Modi to use its air space. 

What is it?  

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) may be a UN specialized agency, established by 
States in 1944 to manage the administration and governance of the Convention on International 
Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention).  
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Functions:  

1.  ICAO works with the Convention’s 193 Member States and industry groups to succeed in 
consensus on international civil aviation Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) 
and policies in support of a secure , efficient, secure, economically sustainable and 
environmentally responsible civil aviation sector.  

2.  These SARPs and policies are employed by ICAO Member States to make sure that their 
local civil aviation operations and regulations conform to global norms, which successively 
permits quite 100,000 daily flights in aviation’s global network to work safely and reliably in 
every region of the planet . 

3.  ICAO also coordinates assistance and capacity building for States in support of various 
aviation development objectives; produces global plans to coordinate multilateral strategic 
progress for safety and air navigation.  

4.  Also monitors and reports on numerous air transportation sector performance metrics; and 
audits States’ civil aviation oversight capabilities within the areas of safety and security.  

Chicago convention:  

•  Convention on International Civil Aviation (also referred to as Chicago Convention), was 
signed on 7 December 1944 by 52 States.  

•  Pending ratification of the Convention by 26 States, the Provisional International Civil 
Aviation Organization (PICAO) was established.  

•  It functioned from 6 June 1945 until 4 April 1947. By 5 March 1947 the 26th ratification was 
received. ICAO came into being on 4 April 1947. In October of an equivalent year, ICAO 
became a specialized agency of the United Nations linked to Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC).  

•  The Convention establishes rules of airspace, aircraft registration and safety, and details the 
rights of the signatories in reference to aviation . The Convention also exempts air fuels in 
transit from (double) taxation.  

 

 

47. ADMM-Plus 
Context: the newest ADMM-Plus meeting where Defence Ministers of ASEAN countries and eight 
other nations would gather and discuss the way forward for security cooperation, was held in 
Bangkok. 

About the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus):  

Consistent with the ADMM guiding principles of open and outward looking, the 2nd ADMM in 
Singapore in 2007 adopted the Concept Paper to determine the ADMM-Plus.  

The ADMM-Plus may be a platform for ASEAN and its eight Dialogue Partners to strengthen 
security and defence cooperation for peace, stability, and development within the region.  

Agreed five areas of practical cooperation under this new mechanism, namely maritime security, 
counter-terrorism, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, peacekeeping operations and 
military medicine. In 2013, a replacement priority area of humanitarian mine action was agreed. 
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48. Madrid climate talks 
India insisted on ‘differentiated responsibilities’ at Madrid climate talks at COP 25. 

Q-  What does one understand by CBDR-RC ? 

 ‘Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR–RC)’ 

•  Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR–RC) may be 
a principle within the United Nations Framework Convention on global climate change 
(UNFCCC). 

•  It acknowledges the various capabilities and differing responsibilities of individual countries 
in addressing global climate change . 

•  The principle of CBDR–RC is enshrined within the 1992UNFCCC treaty, which was ratified by 
all participating countries. 

•  It states that the worldwide nature of global climate change callsfor the widest possible 
cooperation by all countries and their participation in an efficient and appropriate 
international response, in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities and their social and economic conditions. 

•  Reflecting CBDR-RC, the Convention divided countries into “Annex I” and “non-Annex I,”the 
former generally pertaining to developed countries and therefore the latter to developing 
countries. 

•  Under the Convention Annex I countrieshave a greater mitigation role than non-Annex-I 
countries. 

•  CBDR-RC and therefore the annex classifications were codified within the 1997 Kyoto 
Protocol, and Annex I country emissions reductions were legally bound. 

•  A primary driver for the failure of the S. to ratify the Kyoto Protocol was the domestic 
concern that middle-income developing countries weren't required to require action to deal 
with their greenhouse emission (GHG) emissions despite their growing capability. 

 

49. The resolution, 2231 JCPOA 

Iran nuclear deal parties meet in Vienna amid US pressure : Britain, France, Germany, China, Russia 
are trying to save lots of the 2015 accord with Iran following the US withdrawal. 

What role did the U.N. Security Council play during this crisis?  

 The Security Council adopted a resolution in 2015 that endorsed the nuclear agreement and 
ended U.N. sanctions against Iran.  

 The resolution, 2231, includes what's referred to as a “snapback” provision that would 
reinstate those sanctions if other parties to the agreement complained that Iran was 
cheating. 

 Such a step would likely doom the agreement. 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action or Nuclear deal: 

• Under JCPOA, Iran agreed to eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its 
stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%, and reduce by about two-thirds the amount of 
its gas centrifuges for 13 years.  

• For subsequent 15 years Iran will only enrich uranium up to three .67%.  



  40 
 

 

• Iran also agreed to not build any new heavy-water facilities for an equivalent period of your time . 
• Uranium-enrichment activities are going to be limited to one facility using first-generation 

centrifuges for 10 years. 
• Other facilities are going to be converted to avoid proliferation risks.  
• To monitor and verify Iran’s compliance with the agreement, the International Atomic 
 

50. Plans for Annexation of West Bank  

Context 

•  With West Asia Peace plan the US 
plans to revive the stalled two-state 
talks between the Israelis and 
therefore the Palestinians. 

•  Israel has consistently been 
encroaching more and more within 
the West Bank through its 
settlements. 

•  Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
had earlier spoken against the two-
state solution, has accepted the 
Trump plan. 

Where is West Bank Located? 
•  The West Bank is found to 

the west of the Jordan . 
•  It may be a patch of land 

about one and a half times 
the dimensions of Goa, was 
captured by Jordan after 
the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 

•  Israel snatched it back 
during the Six-Day War of 
1967 and has occupied it 
ever since. 

•  It may be a landlocked 
territory, bordered by 
Jordan to the east and Israel to the south, west, and north. 
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•  Following the Oslo Accords between the Israeli government and therefore the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) during the 1990s, a part of the West Bank came under the 
control of the Palestinian Authority. 

•  With varying levels of autonomy, the Palestinian Authority controls on the brink of 40 percent 
of West Bank today, while the remainder is controlled by Israel. 

Gaza Strip 
•  The Gaza Strip may be a small boot-shaped territory along the Mediterranean coast between 

Egypt and Israel. 

•  A few years later in 2007, Hamas, an anti-Israel military unit , took over Gaza Strip . The militia 
group is usually involved in violent clashes with the Israeli Defence Forces. 

•  While Palestine has staked claim to both territories — West Bank and Gaza Strip — Israel’s 
objective has been to stay expanding Jewish settlements in these regions. 

 

51. China's 'cultural Erasure : Uighurs. 
There is now more evidence than ever that China is imprisoning Uighurs. 

What is Uyghur Human Rights 
Policy Act? 

The us has passed a bill that aims 
to deal with the mass captivity of 
over 1,000,000 Uyghurs and 
other ethnic Muslim minorities in 
China.  
 

Who are the Uyghurs?  

The Uyghurs are a predominantly 
Muslim minority Turkic ethnos , 
whose origins are often traced to 
Central and East Asia. Their 
native region is taken into 
account to be the Xinjiang 

Uyghur Autonomous Region within the People's Republic of China. The Uyghurs are considered to 
at least one of the 55 officially recognized ethnic group communities in China. However, China 
recognises the community only as a regional minority and rejects that they're an indigenous group. 

Where do the Uyghurs live? 

Currently, while the most important population of the ethnic community lives in Xinjiang region, 
which is tightly controlled by China, a big diaspora of Uyghurs reside within the neighbouring 
Central Asian countries like Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. There also are smaller Uyghur 
communities living within the us , Australia, Canada, Germany, Sweden, Afghanistan, Norway, 
Turkey, Belgium, Russia, Netherlands and Saudi Arabia . 

What is the language of Uyghurs? 

The Uyghurs speak Turkic and that they are one among the foremost persecuted Muslim 
minorities in Xinjiang, including the Kazakhs, Uzbeks, Tajiks, Kyrgyz and Hui. 
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52. Chagos Islands dispute 

Why in News? 

Mauritius called the united kingdom an “illegal colonial occupier”, after it ignored a UN mandated 
deadline to return the Chagos Islands to Mauritius. 

 

 

53. Kimberley Process 
India Chaired Kimberley Process Certification Scheme. 

Kimberley Process: 
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•  The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) is that the process established in 2000 
to stop conflict diamonds from entering the mainstream rough diamond market. 

•  It is joint initiative of governments, industry and civil societies to stem flow of ‘conflict 
diamonds’, rough diamonds employed by rebel groups to finance wars against legitimate 
governments. it's also described in United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions. 

•  It was ruled by UNGA Resolution 55/56 following recommendations within the Fowler 
Report. 

•  The process was found out to make sure that diamond purchases weren't financing violence 
by rebel movements and their allies seeking to undermine legitimate governments. 

 

54. UNDP launches Accelerator Lab in India 
In news: 

•  Seeking to deal with a number of the foremost pressing issues facing India, including 
pollution , through innovation, the UNDP on 28 Nov launched the country chapter of its 
Accelerator Lab . 

About the Project 

•  The project was launched together with the government’s Atal Innovation Mission and can 
look to unravel issues through innovative solutions. 

•  An example of acute pollution in Indian cities compounded by stubble burning and to seek 
out out the innovative ideas for curbing these issues Accelerator Lap has opened in India. 

•  The project addresses the matter of tackling pollution through innovation which also 
includes sustainable water management and client-resilient livelihoods. 

•  To make faster progress in meeting the ambitious Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 
the U.N. by 2030. 

55. U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
•  The US, Mexico and Canada have finalised the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 

(USMCA) which will replace the 25-year-old North American trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

Salient Features ofU.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 

•  USMCA is meant to last 16 years and can be reviewed every 6 years. 

•  Agriculture: Farmers of major crops not need to worry about President Trump potentially 
pulling out of the prevailing Nafta and leaving them fewer major export markets. USMCA 
also gives dairy farmers more access to Canada.Tariffs of up to 275% have kept most foreign 
milk out of the Canadian market. 

•  Auto Rules: Compared with Nafta, USMCA significantly tightens the principles that the auto 
industry has got to follow so as to trade vehicles duty free in North America. a particular 
proportion of a car will need to be produced by workers with higher wages, and a greater 
proportion of components will need to originate in North America. 

•  Pharma: The new dealremoves requirements for a 10-year exclusivity period for biologic 
drugs [medication derived from or containing components of biological organisms, instead 
of having been totally synthesized], which might have benefited large pharmaceutical 
companies. 
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•  It also includes stronger protections for workers, tough environmental rules, updates the 
trade relationship to hide the digital economy and provides tougher property protections. 

•  Digital Freedom: USMCA, unlike the present Nafta, includes rules mandating the free flow 
of knowledge among the three countries.  

•  Canada managed to preserve the dispute-settlement mechanism as a protection for its 
wood industry. 

•  It also adds provisions to stop “manipulation” of the trade rules, including covering 
currency values, and controls over outside countries trying to require advantage of the 
duty-free market. 

 

 

56. INSTEX Barter Mechanism 
Context  

•  Recently, Paris, London, and Berlin welcomed six new European countries to the INSTEX 
barter mechanism. 

•  It is meant to bypass U.S. sanctions against trade with Iran by avoiding the use of the dollar. 

Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) 

•  The INSTEX may be a European special-purpose vehicle (SPV) established in January 2019. 

•  It may be a barter mechanism to facilitate non-USD transactions and non-SWIFT to avoid 
breaking U.S. sanctions. 

•  It functions as a clearing house allowing Iran to still sell oil and import other products or 
services in exchange. 

•  The system has not yet enabled any transactions. 

 

57. Bougainville 
What is the story behind? 

•  The demand for separate statehood in 
Bougainville dates back almost to 
PNG’s independence in 1975. 

• This sentiment was further crystallised 
by the conflict over the open cast mine 
in Panguna town. 

•  Its revenues accounted for over 45% of 
the country’s export earnings. 

•  In the confrontation that centred 
around sharing the natural resource, 
the Bougainville Revolutionary Army 
was pitted against the PNG security 
forces for a decade. 
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Content: Geography of Oceania: 

•  Oceania may be a region made from thousands of islands throughout the Central and South 
Pacific Ocean. 

•  It includes Australia, the littlest continent in terms of total acreage . 

•  The other two major landmasses of Oceania are the microcontinent of Zealandia, which 
incorporates the country of latest Zealand, and therefore the eastern half the island of 
latest Guinea, made from the state of Papua New Guinea (PNG). 

•  Oceania also includes three island regions: Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia (including 
the U.S. state of Hawaii). 

•  Oceania extends to New Guinea within the west, the Bonin Islands within the northwest, 
the Hawaiian Islands within the northeast, and Macquarie Island within the south. 

•  Oceanian islands are of 4 basic types: continental islands, high islands, coral reefs and 
uplifted coral platforms. 

•  High islands are of volcanic origin, and lots of contain active volcanoes. E.g. Bougainville, 
Hawaii and Solomon Islands. 

•  Geographically the islands of Bougainville and Buka are a part of the Solomon Islands 
archipelago, but are politically break away the independent country of Solomon Islands. 

•  Historically the region was referred to as North Solomons. 

•  The island regions of Micronesia and Polynesia are dominated by low islands (coral islands). 

•  Oceania is one among eight terrestrial ecozones, which constitute the main ecological 
regions of the earth . 

 

 

58. Rohingya crisis and ICJ 
Context: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) has given its verdict on the Rohingya crisis.  

The ruling of the court is binding on Myanmar, and can't be appealed.  

However, no means are available to the court to enforce it. 

How the case reached ICJ?  

It was the Republic of Gambia. It visited the ICJ in November 2019, accusing Myanmar of genocide, 
which is that the most serious of all international crimes.  

The Gambia was backed by the 57-member Organisation for Islamic Cooperation (OIC).  Myanmar 
was represented by Nobelist Aung San Suu Kyi. 

•  The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that Myanmar must take effective measures to 
guard its Rohingya Muslims, including protecting evidence concerning allegations of 
genocide. 

•  It is vital to notice that these directions are “provisional measures” until the ICJ can finally 
decide if Myanmar has been committing genocide against the Rohingya. the ultimate 
verdict could take years.  



  46 
 

 

59. Hormuz Peace Endeavor 
About Hormuz Peace Initiative: 

•  The initiative was organized by Iran.It 
was attended by leading trade 
partners of Iran namely China, Oman, 
India and Afghanistan. 

•  It aims at stabilizing one among the 
world’s busiest shipping lane, the 
Strait of Hormuz within the backdrop 
of US-Iran tensions. 

• The initiative reviewed the 
developments within the Persian Gulf 
region and evaluated the regional 
cooperation plans under the ‘Hormuz 
Peace Endeavor’ (HOPE). 

About ‘Hormuz Peace Endeavor’(HOPE): 

•  The HOPE was proposed by Iranian 
President at UN General Assembly 
meeting in September,2019. 

•  It aimed toward enhancing solidarity, 
mutual affection also as peaceful and 
friendly relations among countries 
within the region so as to ensure the 
territorial integrity and political 
independence of regional states.  

 

 

60. RECIPROCATING TERRITORY 
The Ministry of Law and Justice issued a Gazette Notification, declaring the United Arab Emirates 
to be a “reciprocating territory” under Section 44A of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908. The 
notification also declared an inventory of courts within the UAE to be “superior Courts” under an 
equivalent section. 

What is meant by a ‘reciprocating territory’ and what are superior courts? 

•  “Reciprocating territory” means any country or territory outside India which the Central 
Government may, by notification within the Official Gazette, declare to be a reciprocating 
territory for the purposes Section 44(1) of the CPC 

•  “Superior Courts”, with regard to any such territory, means such Courts as could also be laid 
out in the said notification.” 

•  Essentially, orders gone by certain designated courts from a ‘reciprocating territory’ are 
often implemented in India, by filing a replica of the decree concerned during a District 
Court here. 

•  The courts so designated are called ‘superior Courts’. 
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•  Local orders gone by Superior Courts from a reciprocating territory are often executed in 
India as if it were gone by a civil court in India. 

Other countries declared to be “reciprocating territories” are: 

United Kingdom, Singapore, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Trinidad & Tobago, New Zealand, the Cook 
Islands (including Niue) and therefore the Trust Territories of western samoa, Hong Kong, Papua 
New Guinea , Fiji, Aden. 

Significance of the move 

•  The decision is believed to assist bring down the time required for executing decrees 
between the 2 countries. 

 

61. Standards of training, Certification & Watchkeeping (STCW) for Seafarers. 
Cabinet approves Model MoU with foreign countries for unilateral/bilateral recognition of 
Certificates of Competency of seafarers.  

This is in pursuant to Regulation 1/10 of International Convention on Standards of training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW) for Seafarers. 

Key IMO Conventions 

•  International Convention for the security of Life at sea (SOLAS), 1974, 

•  International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by 
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto and by the Protocol of 1997 (MARPOL) 

•  International Convention on Standards of training, Certification and Watch keeping for 
Seafarers (STCW) as amended, including the 1995 and 2010 Manila Amendments 

Benefits:  

1.  it'll facilitate unilateral recognition by another country of the certificates issued by the 
Directorate General of Shipping to Indian seafarers, without seeking similar recognition by 
India of the certificates issued by that country.  

2.  Indian Seafarers, therefore, are going to be eligible to be placed on ships under the flag of 
that country for employment, thus resulting in increased employment opportunities.  

3.  The bilateral MoU would make the seafarers of both the countries to be eligible for 
employment on ships of either party supported the certificates so recognized. India being a 
seafarer supplying nation with large pool of trained seafarers will stand to be benefitted.  

 

62. Birth tourism' visa 
Context: The US Department of State has unveiled new rules to discourage pregnant women from 
travelling to the US to offer birth.  

The policy is meant as a crackdown on what's referred to as "birth tourism".  

Present scenario:  

Currently, pregnant women can enter the US even up until birth, consistent with US Customs and 
Border Protection. But the potential mother's travel could also be restricted if there's reason to 
believe she intends to stay within the US beyond the time allowed by her visa, or plans for US 
taxpayers to foot the bill for her childbirth. 
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What is Birth tourism? 

•  It is defined as a pregnant woman’s decision to visit another country for the definite reason 
of giving birth therein country and hoping to achieve citizenship. 

Reason for restriction: 

• These actions are taken to curb the whole ‘birth tourism’ industry through which the 
amount of foreigners obtains US citizenship for his or her children by parturition within the 
us . 

•  These restrictions will help eliminate the criminal activity related to the birth tourism 
industry. 

•  The crackdown on “birth tourism” is for public safety and national security also on maintain 
the integrity of the US immigration system because it's overburdening the US resources. 

Key highlights: 

•  The applicants will need to prove they're coming for medical treatment sort of a medical 
necessity, beyond parturition to Visa officers and that they have the cash to buy it. 

•  Currently, US law doesn't bar foreign women from travelling to the US to offer birth. The US 
considers this “a glaring immigration loophole”. 
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63. West Asia Peace Plan 
The West Asia peace plan unveiled by 
U.S. President Trump seeks to offer the 
Israelis what they need long wanted — 
an expansive state with Jerusalem as its 
“undivided capital” and tight security 
control over a future Palestinian state. 

What’s the plan about? 

•  The Trump plan seeks to deal with 
most of the contentious issues 
within the conflict like the border of 
Israel, status of Palestinian refugees, 
Jewish settlements on the West 
Bank , land swap between Israel and 
Palestine, Israel’s security concerns 
and therefore the status of the town 
of Jerusalem. 

•  However US have proposed to most 
of those issues favour the Israeli 
positions. 

•  For example, Israel would be allowed 
to annex the Jewish settlements on 
the West Bank also because the 
Jordan Valley. 

•  The Palestinian refugees, who were 
forced out from their homes during 
the 1948 Arab-Israeli war that 
followed the declaration of the state 
of Israel within the historic Palestine, 
wouldn't be allowed to return. 

•  They could move to the longer term 
Palestinian state, be integrated into 
the host countries or settled in other regional countries. 

 

64. GLOBAL SOCIAL MOBILITY REPORT 
The World Economic Forum has begin with its first-ever Global Social Mobility Report, which has 
ranked India a lowly 76 out of the 82 countries profiled. 

What is social mobility?  

It are often understood because the movement in personal circumstances either “upwards” or 
“downwards” of a private in reference to those of their parents.  

•  In absolute terms, it's the power of a toddler to experience a far better life than their 
parents.  
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•  On the opposite hand, relative social mobility is an assessment of the impact of socio-
economic background on an individual’s outcomes in life.  

•  It are often measured against variety of outcomes starting from health to educational 
achievement and income.  

Methodology: The WEF’s Global Social Mobility Index assesses the 82 economies on “10 pillars” 
spread across the subsequent five key dimensions of social mobility: 
•  Health; 
•  Education (access, quality and equity, lifelong learning); 
•  Technology; 
•  Work (opportunities, wages, conditions); 
•  Protection and Institutions (social protection and inclusive institutions). 
 

65. Democracy Index 2019 
Context: Democracy Index 2019 has been released.  
The report ranks 165 independent states and two territories, covering almost the whole 
population of the planet . 
About the index:  
It is released annually by The Economist Intelligence Unit.  
It provides a snapshot of the state of world democracy for 165 independent states and two 
territories.  
The Index is predicated on five categories:  
1.  Electoral process and pluralism.  
2.  Civil liberties.  
3.  Functioning of state . 
4.  Political participation.  
5.  Political culture.  
Performance of India:  
In 2019, India slipped 10 places to 51st position.  
It is placed within the “flawed democracy” category, which also includes Bangladesh (5.88). 
What caused democratic regression in India?  
As per the report, erosion of civil liberties within the country is main reason.  
The report mentioned the stripping of Jammu and Kashmir’s special status with the repeal of 
Articles 370 and 35A, the varied security measures that followed the bifurcation of the state 
including restriction of Internet access, and therefore the exclusion of 1.9 million people from the 
ultimate NRC (National Register of Citizens) in Assam. 
 

66. Brexit Deal 
Context: Britain has officially left the European Union (EU) and has become the first country to go 
away the 28-member bloc. 
The UK stopped being a member of the European Union (EU) after 23:00 GMT on 31 January 2020. 
What happens after Brexit day? 
After the United kingdom formally leaves the EU, there's still tons to speak about and months of 
negotiation will follow. 
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While the united kingdom has agreed the terms of its EU departure, each side still got to decide 
what their future relationship will appear as if . 

During the 11-month transition period, the united kingdom will still follow all of the EU’s rules and 
its trading relationship will remain an equivalent. 
 

67. UN World Happiness Report 2020 
Recently, World Happiness Report 2020 was released by the Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network for the United Nations on UN’s annual International Day of Happiness. The International 
Day of Happiness is widely known worldwide per annum on 20 March by the UN General Assembly 
in 2012. 

Key highlights: 

•  Top Performance- Finland Named World’s Happiest Country for Third Year during a Row. 
Finland’s residents enjoy a top quality of life, security and public services with low level of 
inequality and poverty than OECD countries. 

•  Nordic states dominated the highest ten, along side countries like Switzerland, New Zealand 
and Austria. 

•  Luxembourg also edged into the tenth spot for the primary time this year 

•  Worst Performers- Zimbabwe, South Sudan and Afghanistan classed because the world’s 
least happy countries as they're marred by violent conflicts and extreme poverty. 

• India’s performance- Indiafigures at 140th place, seven spots down from 133rd place a year 
ago. It ranks below than its neighbours. Pakistan is ranked 67th, Bangladesh 125th and 
China are placed at 93rd. 

 

68. Afghan conflict: US and Taliban sign deal to finish 18-year war 
Highlights of the Agreement 

•  Military troops withdrawal: It lays out a 14-month timetable for the withdrawal of “all 
military forces of the us , its allies, and Coalition partners, including all non-diplomatic 
civilian personnel, private security contractors, trainers, advisors, and supporting services 
personnel.” 

•  Release of prisoners: The agreement also involves the discharge of 5,000 Taliban prisoners 
and 1,000 “prisoners of the opposite side” on the primary day of intra-Afghan negotiations. 
The relevant sides have the goal of releasing all the remaining prisoners over the course of 
the next three months. 

•  Comprehensive Ceasefire between the Afghan Government and Taliban. 

•  The prevention of the utilization of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the safety 
of the us and its allies. 

•  Facilitation of an intra-Afghan dialogue: The participants of intra-Afghan negotiations will 
discuss the date and modalities of a permanent and comprehensive ceasefire, including 
agreement over the longer term political roadmap of Afghanistan. 
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69. Sustainable Development Goals: 36 changes 
Context: Thirty-six major changes to the worldwide indicator framework for the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) were approved and adopted by the United Nations Statistical 
Commission (UNSC), at its 51st session that concluded on March 6, 2020, in ny . 

The revised global framework will have 231 indicators, approximately an equivalent number as 
within the original framework.  

These changes are supported the ‘2020 comprehensive review’ conducted by the UN Inter-Agency 
and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs). 
 

70. Zero yield 
Context: A recent report issued by the us State Department on “Adherence to and Compliance 
with limitation ,Non-proliferation, and Disarmament Agreements and Commitments (Compliance 
Report)” has raised concerns that China and Russia could be conducting nuclear tests in violation 
of its Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) undertakings. 

What is a “zero yield”?  

A comprehensive ban has been defined as a “zero yield” ban that might prohibit supercritical 
hydro-nuclear tests but not sub-critical hydrodynamic nuclear tests. 

71. EU €500bn corona rescue deal 
The European Union (EU) signed an agreement to counter the consequences of coronavirus on the 
region’s economies. 

What are the chief elements of the agreement? 

•  Euro 1.1 trillion allow the EU over subsequent seven years. 

•  Euro 360 billion in low-interest loans for countries most hit by Covid-19. 

•  Euro 390 billion in grants to the worst affected economies. 

What is so special about the recovery package? 

•  Its size roughly $2 trillion is 75% of India’s annual GDP. 

•  Instead of individual countries raising funds, the EU as an entire will borrow Euro 750 billion 
(for grants and loans) from the markets. 

•  This is an economically also as politically radical departure from the past. 

•  The EU could impose taxes within the region to partially buy the fund. 

•  This, along side the Budget details, will entail a fiscal coordination among the member 
states for subsequent seven years. 

•  Almost a 3rd of the general package — Euro 500 billion — has been earmarked towards 
countering global climate change . 

72. The Free Fall of Oil Prices: Oil Economics- Of Brent, WTI and OPEC plus  
What is happening? 

For the primary time ever, a key U.S. oil benchmark, West Texas Intermediate, went below zero on 
20th April, as Oil traders (future contracts) approach a deadline to seek out buyers. 
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The entry of costs into negative territory meant that the sellers (of oil or its contracts) can pay 
money to urge obviate the oil stock they need . 

Why is that this happening? 

This unprecedented shift comes because the global oil markets still grapple with a pandemic-
driven collapse in demand. At the beginning of 2020, a barrel of WTI cost around $60. Prices had 
dropped swiftly due to the coronavirus, landing at around $18 a barrel. 

Then on 20th April, they plummeted through the ground . WTI for May delivery settled at a 
negative $37.63 — meaning traders are paying $37.63 to urge someone to simply accept a delivery 
of a barrel of oil. 

The plunging price of WTI was driven by a trading contract deadline to grease traders to unload 
the present derivative instrument and that they needed buyers that are capable of receiving and 
storing that much oil. And, those buyers are briefly supply. 
 

 

73. Pandemic and therefore the South China Sea 
In News- Recently, The united states categorically rejected all of China’s maritime claims within the 
South China Sea.  

•  The US blamed that China has offered no coherent legal basis for its ambitions within the 
South China Sea and for years has been using intimidation against other Southeast Asian 
coastal states.  

•  It stated that the US stands with the Southeast Asian allies and partners in protecting their 
sovereign rights to offshore resources, according to their rights and obligations under 
international law. 

South China Sea: 

•  It may be a a part of western Pacific in Southeast Asia and is found south of China, east & 
south of Vietnam, west of the Philippines and north of the island of Borneo. It covers a 
neighbourhood of about 1.4 million square miles.  

•  Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore and Vietnam are within the 
vicinity of the ocean. 

•  It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the East China Sea and by Luzon Strait with the 
Philippine Sea. 

•  It contains a set of reefs, islands and atolls, including the Spratly Islands, Paracel Islands and 
Scarborough Shoal. 

•  It has strategic importance due to its location. It connects the Indian Ocean and therefore 
the Pacific through the Strait of Malacca.  

•  About one-third of the worldwide shipping passes through it, carrying trillions of trade, 
making it a crucial sea route.  

• It is alleged to have huge oil and gas reserves beneath its seabed. 
 

74. "Immunity Passports" 
Context: a couple of countries have started considering issuing “immunity passports” or some 
quite certificates indicating an individual has immunity to COVID-19.  

However, the planet Health Organization has warned against idea of 'immunity passports. 

What is an “immunity passport”?  
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The idea for the “immunity passport” or a “back to work” pass is this: If you’ve been infected with 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, and recover, then you've got immunity which will 
protect you from getting the disease again for a few amount of your time . 
 

 

75. USCIRF 
U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom downgrades India’s position in 2020 list 

Key takeaways: 

•  It has put India amongst “countries of particular concern” (CPC) in its 2020 report.  

•  The report placed India alongside countries like China, North Korea , Saudi Arabia and Pakistan.  

•  India was categorised as a “Tier 2 country” in last year’s report.  

•  This is that the first time since 2004 that India has been placed during this category. 

•  It included specific concerns about the Citizenship Amendment Act, the proposed National 
Register for Citizens, anti-conversion laws and therefore the situation in Jammu and Kashmir.  

•  The commission also recommended that the U.S. government take stringent action against 
India under the “International Religious Freedom Act” (IRFA).  

•  It recommended the administration to impose targeted sanctions on Indian government 
agencies and officials liable for severe violations of spiritual freedom.  

 

 

76. A “SHADOW PANDEMIC”: UN WOMEN 
Why in news? 

The UN Women has urged member-States to incorporate prevention of violence against women in 
their action plans on COVID-19 and consider shelters and helplines essential services, calling the 
increase in gender-based violence a “shadow pandemic”. 

Other suggestions made by UN Women:  

1.  Member states should consider shelters and helplines essential services.  

2.  Helplines, psychosocial support and online counselling should be boosted, using technology-
based solutions like SMS, online tools and networks to expand social support, and to succeed in 
women with no access to phones or Internet.  

3.  Police and justice services must mobilise to make sure that incidents of violence against women 
and girls are given high priority with no impunity for perpetrators.  

 

77. Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data 
Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data 

•  GISAID may be a public platform started by the planet Health Organization (WHO) in 2008 for 
countries to share genome sequences. 

•  The GISAID Initiative promotes the international sharing of all influenza virus sequences, 
related clinical and epidemiological data related to human viruses, and geographical also as 
species-specific data related to avian and other animal viruses 

Genome sequencing of COVID-19 
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•  India has shared nine whole genome sequences of the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) with the 
worldwide Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID). 

•  So far, 3,086 sequences of the virus isolated from humans are shared by 57 countries. 

•  With 621, the U.S. has shared the foremost number of sequences, followed by the U.K. (350), 
Belgium (253) and China (242). 

•  The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has allowed all national research laboratories to 
conduct testing for the novel coronavirus. 

•  In India both the Centre for Cellular and molecular biology (CSIR-CCMB, Telangana) and 
therefore the Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB, New Delhi) have already 
started sequencing the virus. 

•  It has been found that a spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 also referred to as 2019-nCoV, enables 
the virus to enter and infect human cells. 

•  Sequencing the genome of SARS-CoV-2 will help understand 

1. Where the virus came from. 

2. If there are different strains circulating in India. 

3. How the virus has spread. 

•  Genome sequencing is figuring out the order of desoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) nucleotides, or 
bases, during a genome—the order of Adenine, Cytosine, Guanines, and Thymine that 
structure an organism's DNA. 

•  On April 2, 2020, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) allowed all national research 
laboratories including those under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) to 
conduct testing for the novel coronavirus. 

•  This will help in studying the virus and can be useful while testing vaccines and medicines. 
 

78. WHO Funding 

Why in News? 

 US President Donald Trump threatened to freeze US funding to the planet Health 
Organization (WHO), saying the international group had failed on the corona virus 
pandemic. 

Funding: 

 There are four sorts of contributions that structure funding for the WHO. 

 Assessed contributions are the dues countries pay so as to be a member of the 
Organization. 

 The amount each Member State must pay is calculated relative to the country’s wealth and 
population. 

 Voluntary contributions come from Member States (in addition to their assessed 
contribution) or from other partners. they will range from flexible to highly earmarked. 

 Core voluntary contributions allow less well-funded activities to profit from a far better flow 
of resources and ease implementation bottlenecks that arise when immediate financing is 
lacking. 
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 Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Contributions were started in 2011 to enhance and 
strengthen the sharing of influenza viruses with human pandemic potential, and to extend 
the access of developing countries to vaccines and other pandemic related supplies. 

 The us is currently the WHO’s biggest contributor, making up 14.67 percent of total funding 
by providing USD 553.1 million. The US is followed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
forming 9.76 percent or USD 367.7 million. 

 The third biggest contributor is that the GAVI Vaccine Alliance at 8.39 percent, with the 
united kingdom (7.79 percent) and Germany (5.68 percent) coming fourth and fifth 
respectively. 

 The four next Biggest Donors are International Bodies: 
 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (5.09 percent) 
 World Bank (3.42 percent), 
 Rotary International (3.3 percent), 
 The European Commission (3.3 percent). 

•  India makes up 0.48 percent of total contributions and China 0.21 percent. the most 
important program area where the cash is allocated is polio eradication (26.51 percent), 
followed by increasing access to essential health and nutrition services (12.04 percent), and 
preventable diseases vaccines (8.89 percent). 

 

79. Impact of worldwide lockdown on oil demands 
Context: IEA has made some observations about the impact of worldwide lockdown on oil 
demands across the planet. 

Key observations:  

•  The worth of crude has already fallen about 60% since the beginning of the year thanks to a 
pricing war between Saudi Arabia and Russia then the economic devastation wrought by 
the virus outbreak.  

•  Now, global demand for oil will fall this year by the foremost ever thanks to the economic 
lockdowns enforced round the world to contain the coronavirus pandemic.  

•  An estimated drop by demand of 9.3 million barrels each day this year is like a decade's 
worth of growth.  

 

 

80. COVID-19 Rural Poor Stimulus Facility (RPSF) 
Key facts:  

1.  The RPSF may be a short-term strategy that feeds into IFAD’s longer-term development 
objectives.  

2.  IFAD will initiate the power with US$40 million of seed funding from grant resources and 
expects to mobilize a minimum of US$200 million from Member States and other donors to 
proportion support.  

3.  The facility will leverage the UN Secretary-General’s Response and Recovery Fund and 
therefore the work of other multilateral partners to realize food security for the many poor 
rural people within the most remote and vulnerable communities.  
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Objectives:  

•  It aims to enhance the food security and resilience of poor rural people by supporting 
production, market access and employment.  

•  • the last word goal of the RPSF is to accelerate the recovery of poor and vulnerable rural 
people from the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

81. Commodity Markets Outlook by WB 
Context: World Bank’s April 2020 Commodity Markets Outlook has been released.  

Commodity Markets Outlook provides marketing research for major commodity groups -- energy, 
metals, agriculture, precious metals, and fertilizers.  

The report forecasts prices for 46 key commodities, including oil. it's published in April and 
October.  

Key observations:  

1.  The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has impacted both demand for and provide of 
commodities: direct effects from shutdowns and disruptions to provide chains, indirect 
effects as economic process stalls.  

2.  Effects have already been dramatic, particularly for commodities associated with 
transportation.  

3.  Oil prices have plunged and demand is predicted to fall by an unprecedented amount in 
2020.  

4.  While most food markets are well supplied, concerns about food security have risen as 
countries announce trade restrictions and have interaction in excess buying.  

5.  The halt in economic activity has taken a toll on industrial commodities like copper and zinc, 
and metal prices overall are expected to fall this year.  

6.  Commodity-dependent emerging market and developing economies are going to be among 
the foremost susceptible to the economic impacts of the pandemic.  

 

82. Trade and Development Report by UNCTAD 
Present global scenario:  

•  this is often necessary due to the hardship caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Developing 
countries may even see their public external debt increase to $2.4-3.6 trillion in 2020 and 
2021.  

•  Even before the coronavirus pandemic hit developing economies, many of them are 
trapped during a debt-spiral — battling unsustainable debt burdens for several years, also 
like rising health and economic needs.  

•  The financial turmoil from the crisis has triggered record portfolio capital outflows from 
emerging economies and sharp currency devaluations in developing countries, making 
servicing their debts more onerous. 

83. Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 
Context: Niti Aayog has questioned Australian institute’s terror ranking of India in its Global 
Terrorism Index of 2019.  
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It has questioned the methodology adopted to rank India because the seventh worst terrorism 
affected country before conflict-ridden countries like the Democratic Republic of Congo, South 
Sudan, Sudan, Burkina Faso , Palestine and Lebanon.  

It also questions the opaque funding of the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP). 

About Global Terrorism Index:  

•  The GTI report issued by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) is predicated totally on 
the worldwide Terrorism Database (GTD) collated by the National Consortium for the Study 
of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) at the University of Maryland, besides 
other sources.  

•  The index provides a comprehensive summary of the key global trends and patterns in 
terrorism since 2000. It produces a composite score so as to supply an ordinal ranking of 
nations on the impact of terrorism.  

•  The GTI is predicated on data from the worldwide Terrorism Database (GTD) which is 
collected and collated by the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses 
to Terrorism (START) at the University of Maryland.  

 

84. Purple Notice 
Context: The International Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol) has warned member countries 
that cybercriminals were attempting to focus on major hospitals and other institutions on the front 
lines of the fight against COVID-19 with ransomware. Interpol has also issued a ‘Purple Notice’. 
 

85. A “SHADOW PANDEMIC”: UN WOMEN 
Why in news? 

The UN Women has urged member-States to incorporate prevention of violence against women in 
their action plans on COVID-19 and consider shelters and helplines essential services, calling the 
increase in gender-based violence a “shadow pandemic”. 

Other suggestions made by UN Women:  

1. Member states should consider shelters and helplines essential services.  

2.  Helplines, psychosocial support and online counselling should be boosted, using technology-
based solutions like SMS, online tools and networks to expand social support, and to succeed in 
women with no access to phones or Internet.  

3.  Police and justice services must mobilise to make sure that incidents of violence against women 
and girls are given high priority with no impunity for perpetrators.  

 

86. Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data 
Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data 

•  GISAID may be a public platform started by the planet Health Organization (WHO) in 2008 
for countries to share genome sequences. 

•  The GISAID Initiative promotes the international sharing of all influenza virus sequences, 
related clinical and epidemiological data related to human viruses, and geographical also as 
species-specific data related to avian and other animal viruses Genome sequencing of 
COVID-19 
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•  India has shared nine whole genome sequences of the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) with 
the worldwide Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID). 

• So far, 3,086 sequences of the virus isolated from humans are shared by 57 countries. 

•  With 621, the U.S. has shared the foremost number of sequences, followed by the U.K. 
(350), Belgium (253) and China (242). 

•  The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has allowed all national research 
laboratories to conduct testing for the novel coronavirus. 

•  In India both the Centre for Cellular and molecular biology (CSIR-CCMB, Telangana) and 
therefore the Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB, New Delhi) have 
already started sequencing the virus. 

•  It has been found that a spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 also referred to as 2019-nCoV, enables 
the virus to enter and infect human cells. 

•  Sequencing the genome of SARS-CoV-2 will help understand 

1. Where the virus came from. 

2. If there are different strains circulating in India. 

3. How the virus has spread. 

•  Genome sequencing is deciding the order of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) nucleotides, or 
bases, during a genome—the order of Adenine, Cytosine, Guanines, and Thymine that 
structure an organism's DNA. 

•  On April 2, 2020, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) allowed all national 
research laboratories including those under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) to conduct testing for the novel coronavirus. 

•  This will help in studying the virus and can be useful while testing vaccines and medicines . 
 

87. WHO Funding 
Why in News? 

•  US President Donald Trump threatened to freeze US funding to the planet Health 
Organization (WHO), saying the international group had failed on the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Funding: 

•  There are four sorts of contributions that structure funding for the WHO. 

 Assessed contributions are the dues countries pay so as to be a member of the 
Organization. 

 The amount each Member State must pay is calculated relative to the country’s wealth 
and population. 

 Voluntary contributions come from Member States (in addition to their assessed 
contribution) or from other partners. they will range from flexible to highly earmarked. 

 Core voluntary contributions allow less well-funded activities to profit from a far better 
flow of resources and ease implementation bottlenecks that arise when immediate 
financing is lacking. 



  60 
 

 

 Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Contributions were started in 2011 to enhance 
and strengthen the sharing of influenza viruses with human pandemic potential, and to 
extend the access of developing countries to vaccines and other pandemic related 
supplies. 

 The us is currently the WHO’s biggest contributor, making up 14.67 percent of total 
funding by providing USD 553.1 million. The US is followed by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation forming 9.76 percent or USD 367.7 million. 

 The third biggest contributor is that the GAVI Vaccine Alliance at 8.39 percent, with the 
united kingdom (7.79 percent) and Germany (5.68 percent) coming fourth and fifth 
respectively. 

• The four next Biggest Donors are International Bodies: 
 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (5.09 percent) 
 World Bank (3.42 percent), 
 Rotary International (3.3 percent), 
 The European Commission (3.3 percent). 

•  India makes up 0.48 percent of total contributions and China 0.21 percent. the most 
important program area where the cash is allocated is polio eradication (26.51 percent), 
followed by increasing access to essential health and nutrition services (12.04 percent), and 
preventable diseases vaccines (8.89 percent). 

 

88. Impact of worldwide lockdown on oil demands 
Context: IEA has made some observations about the impact of worldwide lockdown on oil 
demands across the planet . 

Key observations:  

•  the worth of crude has already fallen about 60% since the beginning of the year thanks to a 
pricing war between Saudi Arabia and Russia then the economic devastation wrought by 
the virus outbreak.  

•  Now, global demand for oil will fall this year by the foremost ever thanks to the economic 
lockdowns enforced round the world to contain the coronavirus pandemic.  

•  An estimated drop by demand of 9.3 million barrels each day this year is like a decade's 
worth of growth.  

 

89. COVID-19 Rural Poor Stimulus Facility (RPSF) 
Key facts:  

1.  The RPSF is a short-term strategy that feeds into IFAD’s longer-term development objectives.  

2.  IFAD will initiate the power with US$40 million of seed funding from grant resources and 
expects to mobilize a minimum of US$200 million from Member States and other donors to 
proportion support.  

3.  the power will leverage the UN Secretary-General’s Response and Recovery Fund and therefore 
the work of other multilateral partners to realize food security for the many poor rural people 
within the most remote and vulnerable communities.  
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Objectives:  

•  It aims to enhance the food security and resilience of poor rural people by supporting 
production, market access and employment.  

•  the last word goal of the RPSF is to accelerate the recovery of poor and vulnerable rural people 
from the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

90. Commodity Markets Outlook by WB 
Context: World Bank’s April 2020 Commodity Markets Outlook has been released.  

Commodity Markets Outlook provides marketing research for major commodity groups -- energy, 
metals, agriculture, precious metals, and fertilizers.  

The report forecasts prices for 46 key commodities, including oil. it's published in April and 
October.  

Key observations:  

1.  The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has impacted both demand for and provide of 
commodities: direct effects from shutdowns and disruptions to provide chains, indirect 
effects as economic process stalls.  

2.  Effects have already been dramatic, particularly for commodities associated with 
transportation.  

3.  Oil prices have plunged and demand is predicted to fall by an unprecedented amount in 
2020.  

4.  While most food markets are well supplied, concerns about food security have risen as 
countries announce trade restrictions and have interaction in excess buying.  

5.  The halt in economic activity has taken a toll on industrial commodities like copper and zinc, 
and metal prices overall are expected to fall this year.  

6.  Commodity-dependent emerging market and developing economies are going to be among 
the foremost susceptible to the economic impacts of the pandemic.  

 

91. Trade and Development Report by UNCTAD 
Present global scenario:  

•  this is often necessary due to the hardship caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Developing 
countries may even see their public external debt increase to $2.4-3.6 trillion in 2020 and 
2021.  

•  Even before the coronavirus pandemic hit developing economies, many of them are 
trapped during a debt-spiral — battling unsustainable debt burdens for several years, also 
like rising health and economic needs.  

•  The financial turmoil from the crisis has triggered record portfolio capital outflows from 
emerging economies and sharp currency devaluations in developing countries, making 
servicing their debts more onerous.  
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92. THE TAIWAN QUESTION 

 What is One China Policy? One China Policy is that the diplomatic acknowledgement of China’s 
position that there's just one Chinese government.  

 It came because the results of an unresolved war between the Kuomintang and therefore the 
Communist Party , during which both claimed to be the rightful government of the entire of 
China, including Taiwan. 

 China has made “One China” a prerequisite for countries that want to determine diplomatic 
ties with Beijing. One China Policy is additionally the elemental bedrock of Chinese 
policymaking and diplomacy. This resulted in international isolation of Taiwan. it's different 
from 

 

93. Armistice agreement 
A United Nations investigation into a recent exchange of gunfire between North Korea and South 
Korea inside the DMZ (DMZ) has determined that both countries violated the armistice that ended 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The Korean Armstice Agreement 

•  The Korean Armstice Agreement signed on 27 July 1953 is that the armistice that caused an 
entire cessation of hostilities of the Korean War . 

•  It wasn't the top of a war, but only a cessation of hostilities in an effort to barter an 
enduring peace. 

•  Military commanders from China and North Korea signed the agreement on one side, with 
the US-led United Nations Command signing on behalf of the international community. 

What is the DMZ (DMZ)? 

•  The DMZ marks where the 1950-53 Korean War — when China and North Korea battled UN 
forces led by the us — ended with an armistice, not a treaty. 

•  It may be a 2 km-wide buffer, stretching coast to coast across the peninsula, lined by each side 
with razor wire, heavy armaments and tank traps. 

•  It is 60 km from Seoul and 210 km from the North Korean capital of Pyongyang. Inside the DMZ 
may be a Joint Security Area (JSA). 

•  The so-called ‘peace village’ of Panmunjom, where the armistice that halted the Korean War 
was signed in 1953, is found within the 800-metre-wide and 400-metre-long JSA zone. 

•  A Military limit (MDL) marks the boundary between the 2 Koreas. 
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