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Jodhpuri Handicraft: Acquiring Prominent
Place in International Market

istorical City of Jodhpur,
the second largest district
of Rajasthan and remotely

located in the west on the map of
our country is a hub of artistic
furniture and handicraft items.
Jodhpur is also known for its
traditional heritage, historical
foundation and a city established
by Rao Jodha in 1459. A prominent
kingdom of Marwar region has
enamoured itself as "cultural
capital of Rajasthan" in due course
of time with many historical events
in its back drop. The city is also
identified by its Ummed Palace,
Mehrangarh Fort, Chamunda Mata
Temple in Mehrangarh Fort, stone
made houses with blue colour
cladding and the culture flowing
out of their historical precincts,
displays an ethnic and world
famous handicrafts culture to the
world. The city known for its
chivalry and hospitality has also
been successful in bringing
handicrafts artistry and wooden

craft under one umbrella. The
artistic touch and the craftsmanship
and the master pieces created by
these artisans have not only
brought glory to the state but also
have placed Jodhpur in a category
of world class mercentile. Thus
making Jodhpur's handicrafts
industry spectrum of designers
hub, be it field of stone cutting,
wooden furniture, clothing and
pottery.

The handicrafts industry of
Jodhpur was established ages ago
and few of pioneer industries were
Lalji Handicrafts and since then
more and more entrepreneurs
joined the success story of Jodhpuri
Handicrafts. Today all the
manufacturers, exporters and other
person closely related to
handicrafts industry keep on
putting their concerted efforts,
restructuring the business and
keeping their enterprises abreast
with international standards and
competitiveness, conscious

-Sakshi Purohit
PRO, Jodhpur

strategic shift from traditional
handicrafts and artistic furniture to
gift ware and life style products
particularly catering for the
contemporary demands of the
international market. And the
commitment further rose to
manufacturing of accessories of
home decors, with world class
design development and honouring
time bound commitment. From
original to recycled, from rusty
antique finishes to contemporaries
and from traditional to exquisite
artistic blend, the Jodhpur
handicraft industry has risen up
from scratch and achieved fame on
the rampants of world's handicrafts
industry. The handicrafts industry
has become the power house to
sustain the economy of the state in
general and region in particular. It
is economically important & has
high potential for export and
thereby earning for the national
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Jodhpur Handicraft

forex reserve i.e. approx. Rs. 1500
crores a year.

It is the prominent employ-
ment generating industry, to the
tune of approx 2 lac persons are
associated with the industry and
earning their livelihood.
Handicrafts industry of Jodhpur is
also promoting cottage industries
in the rural areas around Jodhpur.

Industry is eco friendly as
there is no use of big machinery or
high power consumption. It is not
dependent upon imported
substances including technology in
the manufacturing process.

Export trade has helped in
opening of inland container depots
in the Jodhpur, one in Govt. sector,
one in private sector and one by the
Railways.

Jodhpur is completely unique
when it comes to handicrafts. Ifwe
talk about China that works on
quantity and voluminous orders
where as Jodhpur's creativity and
exclusivity attracts customers from
all over the world.

The Rajasthan Government is
continuously promoting the

industries and business even in the
times of pandemic.

The State Government indeed
play an important role in promoting
business houses, entrepreneurs
including the new budding
entrepreneurs and industries.
Rajasthan Government’s "Yuva
Protsahan Yojna" is really very
helpful to promote new talents.

]

k|

| . e
e

RIICO is also developing new
industrial areas in which so many
types of relaxation are given by the
Government which is again very
beneficial to the handicrafts
businesses.

The State Government's
support is the key factor because of
which Jodhpur's handicrafts
business is getting premium
position at worldwide platform.
The products are being exported
almost everywhere in countries
like Australia, Japan, Gulf whole
Europe, America and Canada etc.

Jodhpur has already got its
fame in antique furniture, bone
furniture, modern wooden and iron
furniture as well as the gift items/
articles and many more. Talking
about the future of Jodhpur's
handicrafts, it's going to shine high
for ages because of its ergonomical
designs and development
concepts.
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Folk Media

Communication Through Folk Media

he folk media is a

projection of community’s

aspirations and culture and
is well known for its due
acceptability, cultural relevance,
entertainment value in its own
localized dialect, flexibility,
message repetition ability as its
virtue. It is an effective way of
communicating with the rural
communities where literacy rate is
poor. This is because of the reason
that message delivered in this way
with the help of community people
is well understood and well
accepted.

Folk arts of Rajasthan
touches the heart because it
is alive with the warmth of
the artists’soul.

and life styles of the people,
dealing with values as well as
information. However folk
performances viz puppet shows,
magic shows, nukkad natak are
being chiefly concentrated on by
the government department for
dissemination of information and
generating awareness under
various health and development

And also, because it 1S not
possible to reach to every person in
the far flung areas of the state
through electronic or print media
so the aide & assistance of the folk
media is being taken to comm-
unicate with rural audiences in
their natural surroundings

No denying to the fact that
Rajasthan is known to have a
several kinds of folk arts including
folk lore, traditional dances, folk
songs, like kachhi ghodi, terah
taali, kavadiyas etc., which are
forms of entertainment, evolved as
grassroot expressions of the ethics

projects and programmes.
These days government

- Hema Khanna
Journalist

it clear that the interactive and
engaging nature of the folk media
intervention has made it possible
for the individuals to come out of
their shells, spurring conversations
between them and their peers,
about sensitive topics

During the course of inter-
personal communication with the
rural masses, it is learnt that the
folk performances have treme-
ndous potential to change
individual level attitudes about
those infected and affected by
different diseases, as well as
change individual behaviors, after
overcoming certain personal and
community level barriers .

In such a scenario, it becomes
imperative to focus on information
dissemination as a tool to spread
awareness. The folk media have
become an effective tool in
arousing the zeal & enthusiasm of
the rural masses for fighting the
menace of various diseases and
promoting development and
growth as it inspires the people to
perceive the message or infor-
mation more effectively.*
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Got the sujas magazine by Government of
Rajasthan on my address, nice initiative
by DIPR, lot of informative topics covered
also have got adequate space in the
edition.
- Gurpindra Singh (K.P.)
Director, Desert Raiders club,
Hanumangarh
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